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HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM 


The Falls of Wallamanumps 


Note: We asked Indian Or- 
chard native and _ historian 
Patrick Duquette to provide us 
some history of the Falls, which 
lie below Putts Bridge. Dates 
presented here are notated 
“BP” meaning “Before Pres- 
ent” replacing what we use to 
call “BC”, “Before Christ”. 


By Patrick Duquette 


When the last glacier re- 
ceded 30,000 years ago, it left 
an enormous 200-mile lake in 
the Connecticut River Valley. 
Due to a natural debris dam in 
Rocky Hill, Connecticut, the 
lake didn’t drain to the ocean, 
causing it to stay put for 4,000 
years from 15,500 BP to 11,500 
BP (B.P. Before Present). 

Indian Orchard, Wilbraham 
and Ludlow were under water as 


a. 


























ee ts : 
= a " 
— , =. = 


they were on the 
eastern edge of 
the lake. When 
the dam _final- 
ly broke, Lake 
Hitchcock, as it 
was later named, 
drained off and 
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Putts Bridge today conveys heavy traffic from 
two sources, Indian Orchard and Wilbraham to 





Ludlow; and vice versa. TIMES PHOTO BY CHARLES F. 


BENNETT 





exposed the ter- 
rain we _ have 


The Wilbraham Senior Center Building Committee meets for the 


first time Jan. 16 at the Wilbraham Senior Center. From left are 
Chairman Dennis Lopata, Director of Elder Affairs Paula Dubord, 
Linda Cooper, George Fontaine, Ken Furst, Ted Sowa, Karl Jurgen, 
Jay Kahn and Diane Wesson. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


Breaking ground as a committee 


Senior Center Building 
Committee begins work 
for Town Meeting 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM - An eight 
year journey in search of a new 
Wilbraham Senior Center is 
closer to its conclusion, as the 
newly-formed Senior Center 
Building Committee held its 


first meeting. 

Inside the current Wilbra- 
ham Senior Center, located in 
the rear of the Scantic Valley 
YMCA at 45 Post Office Park, 
the committee went to work 
Jan. 16 familiarizing itself with 
the basic work completed by 
the Feasibility Study Commit- 
tee and named its chairman, in 
hopes of bringing a set of plans 
and dollar figures to residents 
in time for the May Town Meet- 


Please see BUILDING, page 17 


JANUARY 23, 2020 


today in our area. It should be 
noted, many Native American 
oral histories tell of a large body 
of water in our region which 
means Lake Hitchcock took 
many years to drain completely. 

One of the unique terrain fea- 
tures was a natural bridge of red 
sandstone spanning the Chicop- 
ee River between what is now 


Community remembers legendary presence 


By Joan Paris 
Special to The Times 


WILBRAHAM —- When your 
name is legendary, you stand a 
little taller at the mention of it. 
Llewellyn Merrick stood nearly 
six feet tall when he bestowed a 
300-year-old legacy on the next 
generation of Merricks. Llewel- 
lyn’s beloved daughter Cynthia 
E. Merrick and three grandchil- 
dren, Daniel, Michael, and Sara 
are his protégés turned leaders at 
the helm of Merrick interests. 

Llewellyn passed at the age 
of 90 on Dec. 6, 2019 at Life 
Care Center Rehab in his home- 
town of Wilbraham. Friends 
and family gathered together as 
if they were extended members 
of the Merrick family this past 
Saturday, Jan. 18 at Wilbraham 
United Church in loving mem- 
ory attending a service of wor- 
ship, remembrance, thanksgiv- 
ing and hope. 

A cold, gray, sky peeked qui- 
etly into the church through tall 
colonial windows and a stand- 
ing-room-only crowd - stilled 
as Pastor Wallace A. Hurd IV 
spoke, “We gather to commend 
the life of Llewellyn Merrick.” 
Hurd noted if Merrick were in at- 
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Putts Bridge from Indian Orchard to Ludlow in 1897 couldn’t accommodate four lanes 
of traffic as it does today. PHOTO COURTESY DIGITAL COMMONWEALTH 


Ludlow and Indian Orchard. 
Native Americans called the 
area “Wallamanumps” which 
translates as “at the red rocks.” 
The Algonquins named the river 
“Chickuppe” which means “‘vio- 
lent water” and at that time, was 
an apt description. Early settlers 


Please see HISTORICAL page 13 





Llewellyn Merrick rides the tractor with his grandson Zachary, one 


Boards 
quarrel over 
associate 
member 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— In the absence 
of transparency, a war of words 
commenced during the Jan. 13 
meeting of the Board of Select- 
men. 

At its previous meeting, the 
board failed to second Selectman 
John D. Flynn’s motion to reap- 
point Ed Loiko as an alternate 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
The decision violated open meet- 
ing procedure, which dictates a 
motion be seconded in order for 
the item to be discussed or vot- 
ed upon. On Dec. 30, Selectmen 
Chairman Donald Davenport and 
Selectman Mary Ellen Glover’s 
failure to vote postponed the 
topic and set in motion a heated 
debate that dominated last Mon- 
day’s meeting. 

Both individuals had previ- 
ously cited character concerns 
regarding Loiko but were un- 
willing to voice them publically. 
L. Jed Berliner, chairman of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, began 
the Jan. 13 discussion by calling 
into question the action of both 
Davenport and Glover. 

“Tt’s important for the town to 
have confidence in its governing 


Please see QUARREL, page14 
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of many farm-making memories they shared. TIMES PHOTO COURTESY 


MERRICK FAMILY 


tendance, he would have remind- 
ed all there would be no church 
if there were no Merricks. 

Merrick family history began 
before the town of Wilbraham 
did, and when the Congrega- 
tional Church established on 
June 24, 1741 — later becoming 
the Wilbraham United Church — 
Llewellyn’s fifth great-grandfa- 
ther, Rev. Noah Merrick was the 
first pastor. 

Leshe Munn, in attendance 


with her mother, Theresa Munn — 
Llewellyn’s constant companion 
for 42 years — spoke eloquently 
of her memories growing up on 
the Merrick Farm with Llewel- 
lyn. He became her father figure 
when she was 14-years-old and 
she always called him Llewellyn 
until her son, Zachary was born, 
when she affectionately called 
him “Grandpa.” 


Please see MERRICK, page 17 
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m NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
Bringing print to the airwaves 


Valley Eye Radio 
seeks volunteer readers 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


For more than 40 years, Valley Eye 
Radio has worked toward a mission of 
helping others in the community. Now, 
the network is in the process of expand- 
ing its locally produced programming and 
is seeking volunteers who enjoy reading 
aloud. 

As a nonprofit affiliate of the Massa- 
chusetts Reading Network, Valley Eye 
Radio members read more than 30 differ- 
ent local newspapers and publications, in- 
cluding The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
for broadcast free of charge to the blind, 
visually impaired, and those who are un- 
able to read independently for themselves 
due to a disability or other condition. 

“As a supportive technology, we are 
helping combat social isolation, a grow- 
ing problem for our listeners,’ said Har- 
old Anderson, programming coordinator 
for Valley Eye Radio, and a Hampden 
resident. “Our broadcasts keep them con- 
nected to their local communities. Valley 
Eye Radio is a unique service, providing 
access to information that is often un- 
available otherwise to those with a vision 
or print disability, even online.” 

Valley Eye Radio is in the process of 
expanding their locally produced pro- 
gramming and is looking for individuals 
who enjoy reading aloud and would be 
able to donate one hour a week of their 


OSRPC to discuss plan updates 


time to help their neighbors fight social 
isolation and stay connected to their local 
communities. Volunteering may be done 
either at the group’s studios at the WGBY 
building in downtown Springfield or re- 
motely from their own home. 

“In addition to reading over 30 differ- 
ent publications, we supplement this with 
locally produced interviews and record- 
ings from local events and presentations 
in our service area to bring our listeners 
the important information that they need 
and are often unable to obtain for them- 
selves due to their dependence on others 
for transportation,’ Anderson said. “We 
offer them a way to get this information 
for themselves in a highly accessible for- 
mat through the friendly human voices of 
about 60 volunteers.” 

To do this, the group needs to find 
additional volunteer readers. Rich Ur- 
sino is a volunteer reader who currently 
reads The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
for broadcast every Monday afternoon for 
listeners. He said he started reading for 
Valley Eye Radio in spring of 2019. 

“T am an avid reader and audio book 
listener so this felt like a good fit. Also, I 
believe in the local press, everyone should 
be informed as to what is going on in their 
community,” Ursino said. “Next, I am a 
bit of ham. I get to pretend I am Lester 
Holt or maybe Jim Gaffigan while I am 
reading. Finally, I have a nephew in his 
early 20s who unfortunately is losing his 
sight and will be completely blind in a 
few years. This is a tribute to his courage.” 

Ursino added that it generally takes 
him an hour each week for prep work and 
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Rich Ursino, a volunteer reader for Valley 
Eye Radio, broadcasts The Wilbraham- 
Hampden Times to the visually impaired 
throughout Western Massachusetts. TIMES 
PHOTO SUBMITTED 


to record the reading. He uses software 
on his Apple laptop for the recording and 
then emails the mp3 files to Anderson for 
editing. 

Other programming includes health, 
local history, and information outreach 
to veterans in a daily program called “Vet 
Minute.” 

“One of the biggest challenges for 
us is to get the word out about our free 
service as there are still many people that 


WILBRAHAM - The first session 
in the creation of the 2022-2029 Wil- 
braham Open Space and Recreation 
Plan is set to begin Tuesday, Jan. 28 
at 7 p.m. in Town Office Building, 240 
Springfield St. (Snow date is Thurs- 
day, Jan. 30.) 

At that time, the committee will 
review drafts of the Introduction, the 
Process, the Regional Context and 
possibly the Recreation section of the 





Wilbraham & Monson Academy 


ADMISSION 
RECEPTION 


LA CUCINA DI HAMPDEN HOUSE 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 6 PM 


For families interested in Grades 6-12, PG. 








most recent document. Drafts will be 
presented and edited by the commit- 
tee. Following the editing, questions 
and comments will be taken from the 
audience. 

Residents who would like to get in- 
volved may do so by filling out a sur- 
vey which is available at Town Hall, 
at the Wilbraham Library and online 
at Wilbraham-ma.gov or the commit- 
tee’s Facebook page. 


SPRINGFIELD — Thousands of criminal 
and civil court files including indictments, 
complaints, pleadings and judgments dating 
from 1996 to 1999 are set to be destroyed lat- 
er this year at the Hampden Superior Court to 
make room in the archives at the Hall of Jus- 
tice, according to Clerk of Courts Laura Gen- 
tile. 

Gentile said the project follows her efforts 
to streamline all facets of the operation that 
has included returning $100,000 cash held as 
evidence to 

the state 
treasury. 
She noted 
such files 
must be 
kept for 20 
years and 
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are not aware of what we do. We speak to 
various groups and attend health fairs and 
other events in our goal of having every 
person who needs our service be able to 
get our service,’ Anderson said. “We do 
not broadcast like traditional radio sta- 
tions, but use the side bands of NEPR and 
WTCC to carry our signal. Our listeners 
usually hear us through specially tuned 
radios that we provide to them. Howev- 
er, for those in poor reception areas, we 
are expanding our outreach through up- 
to-date technology so that those listeners 
will be able to hear us online or through 
other technology options.” 

Valley Eye Radio began back in 1979 
under the auspices of Goodwill, accord- 
ing to Anderson. Years later, they be- 
came an independent nonprofit with the 
name Valley Radio Reading Service and 
changed their name to Valley Eye Radio 
in 2016 as rebranding began to bring the 
programming, operations, and public im- 
age into the 21st century. 

“We’re always looking for new volun- 
teers because the more we have, the more 
we can read. It is especially critical now 
because a recent grant from The Commu- 
nity Foundation of Western Massachu- 
setts has enabled us to update our pro- 
gramming software and equipment, and 
has allowed us to vastly expand our local- 
ly produced content,’ Anderson added. 

Individuals with interest in volunteer- 
ing may call Anderson at 413-747-7337 
or email harold@valleyeyeradio.org for 
more information. 


Court documents to be destroyed 


the cleaning is done every few years. 

“We keep files with historical significance, 
those that are two inches thick or more and 
those of people still serving sentences,” Gentile 
said, noting the Supreme Judicial Court and 
Judith Fabricant, chief judge of the Superior 
Court, sanctioned the undertaking. 

Gentile said the court is required to keep 
files that end in double zero and 50. 

Files that see greater use, such as those with 
docket numbers before 2010, will be moved to 
the basement of the courthouse to permit stor- 
age of newly-created files in the third floor of- 
fice. 

The process of destroying the old doc- 
uments will begin in late February or early 
March and will continue until the process is 
completed. For more information, call 413- 
735-6013. 


The Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District 
We will be taking applications for our 


early childhood programs for district 
residents for the 2020-2021 year. 


Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 
If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2020 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 
under "Departments," 
"Student Services" 
or call student services at 566-8950 


Learn about WMA's academic, athletic, art, travel and leadership offerings. 
Meet current students, faculty and parents. 


Applications will be available 
starting January 2, 2020. 
Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 
prior to January 31, 2020. 





RSVP: wma. erpepelaia, acu or 413.596.9107 
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BHOF closed for 
renovations 
Feb. 9 - March 25 


SPRINGFIELD —-— The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame an- 
nounced it has entered the final phase of 
its greater than $23 million renovation of 
the museum that launched in early 2018. 
The museum will be closed to the pub- 
lic from Monday, Feb. 3 to Wednesday, 
March 25 as the iconic Jerry Colangelo 
Court of Dreams will be fully redevel- 
oped, along with implementation of new 
interactive areas around the court. Addi- 
tionally, the Hall’s second floor will be 
deconstructed for a full transformation 
during this time. 

“The Hall of Fame renovation has 
been underway since early 2018, and we 
are very excited to share our progress 
with the people of Springfield and fans 
traveling from afar,’ said John L. Dole- 
va, president and CEO of the Naismith 
Hall of Fame and a Wilbraham resident. 
“As we complete phase three, the inside 
of the museum will become an active 
construction site, which has required us 
to close to the public for approximately 
seven weeks. We are encouraged by the 
tremendous advancements we’ve made 
to our museum and we invite everyone 
to join us for the new experience upon 
reopening.” 

The Hall’s renovation includes the 
refurbishment of its iconic dome, in ad- 
dition to a new technology and visitor 
experience with a fully redesigned “High 
Above Center Court” experience and the 
all new “Honors Ring.” The renovations 
are privately funded and are expected to 
be fully completed by June 1. 

The Hall of Fame has _ partnered 
with local contractors on this project, 
which approaches $4 million to include: 
Western Builders (Gran- 
by); Chandler Architec- 
tural Products, Inc. (West 
Springfield); Kent Brothers 
Excavating (Southampton); 
Superior Caulking & Wa- 
terproofing, Inc. (Palmer); 
Collins Electric (Chicopee); 
Managed Air Systems LLC 
(Aircraft Grade Paint Refin- 
isher, Bloomfield, Conn.); 
Healey & Associates 
(Belchertown); and Project 
Management by Colebrook 
Realty Services (Springfield 
and Holyoke.) 
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Cookbook Club to focus on 
Palestinian cuisine 


WILBRAHAM ~— Folks are 
invited to the Wilbraham Pub- 
lic Library later this month for a 
taste of the Middle East, courtesy 
of the library’s Cookbook Club. 

The club’s monthly meeting 
will take place Tuesday, Jan. 28 
at 6 p.m. in the library’s Brooks 
Room. There, patrons will taste 
and discuss recipes from the book 
“Zaitoun: Recipes from the Pales- 
tinian Kitchen,” by Yasmin Khan. 

To participate, folks are asked 


to stop by the library’s front desk 
and reserve a copy of the month’s 
cookbook. Then, select one of the 
recipes and register by Saturday, 
Jan. 25, informing the library and 
others of the recipe selection so as 
to avoid duplicates. Newcomers 
are welcome to attend. 

Registration is required to 
attend the free event, as space is 
limited. To register, visit the li- 
brary at 25 Crane Park Drive or 
call 596-6141. 


Lodge of Elks receives grant 
in support of veterans 


LUDLOW -—- The Ludlow 
Elk’s Lodge 2448 recently re- 
ceived a grant through the Elk’s 
National Foundation. The Grat- 
itude Grant enabled the Ludlow 
Lodge to purchase six queen 
size mattresses to be delivered to 
Homeward Vets. 

The mattresses will be dis- 
tributed to Veterans transitioning 
from homelessness into a home 
of their own. There have been a 
total of 29 queen sized mattress 
sets that have been donated to the 
Homeward Vets through grants 
written by the Ludlow Elks. 

Homeward Vets is a_ local 
nonprofit organization provid- 
ing free home furnishings to lo- 
cal veterans in need throughout 
Western Massachusetts, helping 
nearly 650 veterans since 2012. 

In addition to the queen sets, 
Ludlow Elks has donated five 


twin mattress sets funded by the 
Ludlow Lodge and the Elk’s Na- 
tional Lodge. 

During the year, the Ludlow 
Elks provide a number of ser- 
vices to area veterans. They pro- 
vide a free spaghetti dinner at the 
Lodge every month to vets from 
the Holyoke Soldier’s Home, a 
free banquet with gifts is provid- 
ed yearly to area vets as a thank 
you for their service, and mem- 
bers also travel to the Holyoke 
Soldier’s Home to bring a light 
supper and host bingo games 
several times a year. 

Elks pledge “So long as there 
are veterans, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks will 
never forget them.” Those that 
would like to help provide for 
local veterans or to become a 
member may contact the Lodge 
at 583-2448. 


Now Open In 


CLEANERS, INC 
Family owned and operated since 1935 


Get to Know our Great Service 


me begat ALL Sortie CLEANING! 


~ stains out & 


% like it never * 
~ happened. 


PHONE 
413.682.0007 


Fax: 413.682.0013 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 
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Subscriptions 
$45 per year pre-paid 
($50 out of state) 
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www.wilbrahamhampdentimes. 
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7 @ Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


Wilbraham! 


Ask about special pricing for first responders 


464 Main Street, Wilbraham (next to the Village Store Cafe) 
413-279-1516 ¢ parkcleaners413.com 
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6pm, Sat. 9am-3pm 





ENTRUST YOUR SKIN CARE 


TO AN EXPERT! 


Paul F. Curtis, M.D., F.A.A.D. 


Medical Director 
¢ Board certified in dermatology 


e Convenient Wilbraham location 


¢ Now offering Photodynamic Light Therapy 


to help prevent skin cancer 


e Results in healthier-looking skin, improved tone and texture 


¢ Covered by most insurances 


Call today for an appointment 


413-596-8908 


DERMATOLOGY AND LASER CENTER 


OF WESTERN MASS., INC. 
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Card and Game Party 
returns Jan. 30 


WILBRAHAM - The St. Cecilia’s Catholic Wom- 
en’s Club invites the community to roll the dice and 
test their hands at their favorite games as part of the 
annual winter Card and Game Party and Luncheon. 

This year’s event will shuffle into fruition Thurs- 
day, Jan. 30 in the Parish Center of St. Cecilia’s 
Church, 42 Main St. Wilbraham. Check-in begins at 
11:30 a.m. followed by lunch at noon. After lunch, 
guests are invited to play their favorite games. 

Guests may play any game of their choosing, in- 
cluding bridge, dominoes, canasta, Scrabble and 
more. Raffles for many prizes and gift cards will take 
place. 

A donation of $8 is requested to participate, which 
helps support club scholarships, charitable outreach 
and the needs of St. Cecilia’s Church. 

For more information or to register, call Sue Ag- 
new at 596-9480. 


THE BEST FRESH FOR 


A HEALTHY NEW YEAR 


Specials Sanuay Zind - 25th 
Red or Green Seedless Grapes *2.99:. 
Cantaloupes jumbo size : 


Texas Ruby Red Grapefruit... 4...°3 
Pint Size 
Sweet Grape Tomatoes 


Fresh Green Beans 

Crisp Celery Large Bunch 

Boars Head Oven Gold Turkey °8. 99, 
Boars Head Bourbon Ridge Ham *8.99.. 
Boars Head American Cheese. .*4.99:. 
Boars Head Smoked Gouda Cheese *8.99... 


USDA 


90% Extra Lean Ground Beef °4.99.. 


To Celebrate Chocolate Cake Day 
January 27th 


Chocolate 


Chocolate Chip Cakes "2 _ 
9-inch size "Bu DD all week tong | 


Chef Mike’s 
Winter Warming 
Soup Workshop 
Saturday January 25th @ 2pm 
in the Greenhouse 


Shrimp Bisque (GF), Cream of Chicken & Wild Rice, 


& Easy Wonton Soup 
$5 Registration Fee Required, 
Receive a $5 Randall's Coupon at the Workshop 


Colorful English 
Primrose 


Yellow, Pink, Violet & More 


4. for -10 ($2.99 Each) 


4 Inch Pots 


Bill's Garden Bar Greenhouse Workshop 


Thursday, February 6th @ 6pm 


Feng Shui Inspired Air Plant Stone Decor 


Combine Tillandsia Air Plants with a 
Grounding Stone and Metal Wire to Create 
a Soothing, Easy-Care Arrangement 
Bringing the Elements of Feng Shui to You 


$30 Includes Materials, Instruction, and 
First Adult Beverage or Soft Drink 


Please Call to Pre-Register 413-589-7071 


Big Game Menu - Chiefs vs 49ers 
@ Football Food to Tackle the Munchies 


February 1st & 2nd 
Party Wings, Chili, Potato Skins, Meatballs & MORE 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
OPEN MON - FRI 7AM - 8PM 
OPEN SAT & SUN 7AM - 7PM 


Find us on and Youll) 
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VIEWPOINTS 
SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Can my husband use the ‘Restricted Application’? 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: My question is about the “re- 
stricted application for spousal benefits only” 
I saw referenced in an article. I will turn 66 
in February and have applied for my “full re- 
tirement benefit” and will continue to work full 
time. My husband turned 66 this month and has 
not yet applied for his benefits. According to 
the Social Security paperwork sent to us, I will 
receive about $1,900 a month and my husband, 
who is self-employed, would only receive 
$500 to $600. If my husband claimed “spousal 
benefits only” using the restricted application, 
would I still receive my $1,900 and he would 
receive 50 percent of that for an estimated total 
of $2,850? Doesn’t seem to make sense to me! 
As you can see, we must be in denial of our age 
and are not knowledgeable about Social Secu- 
rity! Signed: Inquisitive Senior. 

Dear Inquisitive: Based on the amounts 
you quoted in your email (which I assume 
were recent estimates from the Social Security 
Administration), your husband should claim 
his own benefits this month and then claim his 
normal spousal benefit in February when your 
benefits start. Since your husband has already 
reached his full retirement age of 66, his spou- 
sal benefit will be the full 50 percent of the 


benefit you are entitled to when you reach your 
full retirement age in February. 

Although your husband qualifies for and 
can submit a “restricted application for spou- 
sal benefits only” (as described in the article 
you read), there is little reason for him to do 
so because his own benefit, even if he delays 
claiming it until he is 70, will be less than 
his spousal benefit from your record. Instead, 
since his spousal benefit from you will be the 
highest amount he will ever be eligible for, he 
can just claim his own benefit first and then 
claim his regular spousal benefit to begin when 
your Social Security retirement benefit starts. 
Here’s why: 

If your husband’s current benefit at his full 
retirement age (FRA) would be $600 and he’s 
not yet collecting, he could earn delayed re- 
tirement credits (DRCs) at a rate of 0.667 per 
month of delay (8 percent per year of delay). 
That will mean his own benefit would be 32 
percent more at age 70 then he is now eligi- 
ble for at his FRA, which means his maximum 
benefit on his own earnings record will be 
$792/month ($600 plus 32 percent). 

The only reason to file the restricted appli- 
cation (for which he is eligible only because he 
was born before Jan. 2, 1954) is to let his own 
benefit grow while he collects a spousal bene- 
fit, so he can switch to his own higher benefit 


later. But since his spousal benefit from you 
will be about $950 — more than the maximum 
benefit he can get from his own record at age 
70 — his most prudent choice would be to sim- 
ply claim his own benefit now and apply for his 
normal spousal benefit to start when your SS 
benefit starts in February. No need for him to 
file the restricted application because his own 
benefit will never be higher than his spousal 
benefit. And just for complete clarity, your 
husband collecting his spousal benefit from 
you will not affect your own Social Security 
retirement benefit in any way. 


Russell Gloor is a certified Social Securi- 
ty adviser through the Association of Mature 
American Citizens. This column is intended for 
information purposes only and does not rep- 
resent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by 
the National Social Security Association. NSSA 
and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Secu- 
rity Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 





Historical Hampden Scrapbook 


(Editor’s note: The following 
information was obtained from 
scrapbooks of newspaper clip- 
pings of Hampden happenings 
located in the Hampden Free 
Public Library. All articles were 
originally published in the Spring- 
field Newspapers. We thank the 
Hampden Historical Commission 
for compiling these notes for our 
readers. ) 


Winter, 1902 — Mrs. Marcus 
Beebe was seriously burned yes- 
terday while sitting at the break- 
fast table with her back to the 
wood stove and discovered her 
dress was on fire. She was quickly 
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enveloped in flames. She wrapped 
herself in a blanket to no avail. She 
then rushed outdoors and rolled 
herself in the snow. Mrs. Beebe is 
85-years-old but vigorous in body 
and mind. Dr. Ballard attended her 
and recovery is expected. 


January 1923 — The commu- 
nity horse sheds show the effect of 
the heavy weight of snow but they 
are still holding up. 


Jan. 19, 1923 — Harvey Chap- 
man is alleged to have been the 
owner of a ram which one day 
greeted Miss Minnie Fraser rather 
violently and as the consequences 
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suffered severe injuries. So suit of 
$10,000 was begun yesterday by 
Miss Fraser against Mr. Chapman 
in Superior Court. 


Jan. 11, 1943 — Hampden men 
are faced with a beauty problem. 
Since the local barber shop closed 
about a year ago men have had to 
go to Monson, Palmer or Spring- 
field for haircuts. Now the men are 
contemplating beards and goatees 
which some have been heard to 
facetiously concede might prove 
to have its advantages in a spot 
where the thermometer drops to 
44 below on occasion. 
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Jan. 5, 1940 — Nelson Carew, 
82, has been elected 39 times as 
Selectman. He is believed to be 
the oldest selectman in the state 
and to hold the record for years of 
service in that position. He is well 
known as a dealer in lumber and 
charcoal. 


Jan. 4, 1960 — Mrs. Kenneth 
Johnson of North Road has re- 
cently been appointed the Spring- 
field Union correspondent for the 
town of Hampden. Mrs. Johnson 
replaces Clarke E. Warren Jr. who 
has resigned. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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A community of new beginnings 


t's a Boy! On New Year’s Day 
[ inatan firefighters performed a 

field delivery in the back of Medic 
3 ambulance while en route to Baystate 
Medical Center. Congratulations to the 
family and welcome to baby Mason. 
Mason was delivered by Firefighters 
Dane George and Taran Stone. Believe 
it or not, Dane has delivered 31 babies 
during his career. 

Last Friday and Saturday was a 
weekend of goodbyes as Wilbraham bid 
farewell to two highly thought of folks, 
but in two different ways. A service was 
held Saturday morning in United Church 
in loving memory of Llewellyn Merrick 
led by Rev. Wallace A. Hurd, pastor. On 
Friday night over 150 people crammed 
into the Country Club of Wilbraham to 
say goodbye to Town Engineer Ed Miga 
at his retirement party. In each case, 
people spoke into the microphone to share 
their thoughts of how Llewellyn and Ed, 
separately, had such a profound effect on 
them and the community. And in each 
case some funny stories were told about 
each of them. 

During Llewellyn’s service, Leslie 
Munn had some meaningful words about 
his life and how she always called him 
“Grandpa”. Rev. Hurd passed around a 
microphone to the assembled so that they 
could talk about how Llewellyn’s life as 
a farmer, church-goer and all-round nice 
guy had such a positive effect on them. 
Especially the young men who learned 
farming from him. 

During the presentations at Ed’s 
party, town officials spoke about how his 
work ethic strengthened the infrastructure 
of the town, from the highways to the 
sewer system. Folks like Selectman 
Sue Bunnell, Town Administrator Nick 
Breault, Building Inspector Lance 
Trevallion all rose to speak. But one thing 
I never expected to hear - in a million 
years — was to witness Planning Director 
John Pearsall sing a farewell song to Ed 
in the tempo of an old time spiritual. I 
can’t remember the name of the song but 
it was something to the effect that “‘all the 
things that Ed built or maintained would 
be forever remembered.” 

Speaking to Llewellyn’s longtime 
loving companion Theresa Munn after 
the service I would like to print this 
correction: When I wrote in the Dec. 26 
column that my last image of him last 
summer was that he was enjoying a gin 
and tonic in his backyard, I was wrong. 
Theresa said he was enjoying a nice cold 
beer! 

Best wishes to Wayne Phaneuf. 
The Springfield Republican executive 
editor and former Wilbraham resident 
announced recently that his last day as 
executive editor of the Republican was 
Dec. 30, as he goes into retirement. 

PeoplesBank has announced the 
promotion of Tracy L. Sicbaldi of 
Wilbraham to vice president, commercial 
and institutional banking. Tracy has 
more than 30 years of financial services 
and banking experience. In her new 
position, she will identify, develop and 
manage new municipal, commercial, 
and institutional deposit relationships. 
She is the former treasurer of the towns 
of Hampden and Monson, and a member 
of the Massachusetts Collectors and 
Treasurers Association, the Hampden 
County Collectors and ‘Treasurers 
Association, the Hampshire and Franklin 
Collectors and Treasurers Association, 
the Berkshire County Collectors and 
Treasurers Association, and the Worcester 
County Collectors and ‘Treasurers 
Association. She is a former member 
of the Eastern Mass ‘Treasurers and 
Collectors Association and attends all 
educational state and county municipal 
meetings. Tracy has performed many 


volunteer projects that include serving 
as a board of directors member for the 
Dakin Humane Society; a member of the 
steering committee for the 
Rays of Hope; past treasurer, 
vice president, and president 
of the Professional Women’s 
Chamber; and a past board 
member of the Affiliated 
Chambers of Commerce of 
Greater Springfield and the 


YWCA of Western Mass. 
Congratulations to 
Diane Gerberich and 


Natalie Long of Wilbraham 
who recently graduated as 





TALK 


OF THE TOWNS 





Charles F. Bennett 


School Above the Influence Club invites 
the community to help them witha clothing 
collection this month. Now through 
Jan. 28, the club, advised 
by teacher Jay Dalessio, 
is collecting adult winter 
clothing for the Providence 
Behavioral Health Hospital 
and its Substance Abuse Unit. 
Donations may be delivered 
to Dalessio’s room _ at 
Minnechaug, B-108. Among 
the most needed items are 
gloves, hats and socks. Folks 
may also deliver used books, 
games and art supplies. 





master gardeners through the 

Western Massachusetts Master 
Gardeners Association. The graduates will 
serve the public in a variety of volunteer 
gardening roles “We are very excited to 


Folks are invited to 

the Wilbraham Library for a 

taste of the Middle East, courtesy of the 
library’s Cookbook Club. The club’s 
monthly meeting will take place Tuesday, 





News From Yesteryear 
59 Years Ago 
Sports, Socials Mark Weekend 

Here is a news clipping reported by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspondent for the Springfield daily newspaper The Morning Union 
from the 1940’s through 1970’s. From a January 1961 edition. “Activity in sports 
and social event marked the weekend at Memorial and Minnechaug Schools. 
Friday the Office Practice class with Miss Christine Clark as adviser conducted a 
benefit card party in Minnechaug’s cafeteria, which 52 attended. 
Also Friday the Falcons JV and varsity basketball teams won both games at 
Minnechaug — 48 to 24 for the Jayvees and 51 to 45 for the Varsity over teams 
from Somers, Conn. At Memorial School, 7" and 8" Grade students held a “Winter 
Ball” with seasonal decorations arranged by Mrs. Ruth Herter. The affair was 
sponsored by the Memorial Junior High Student Council. The sophomore class 
with Philip Bongiorni as chairman conducted a record hop entitled “Eromophos” 
for students and guests at Minnechaug Saturday.” 





have these new graduates join our ranks 
and help achieve our organization’s 
mission,’ JoAnne Palmer, Class’ of 
2019 co-chair, said. To become master 
gardeners, the graduates had to complete 
an intensive four-month training course as 
well as a minimum of 60 volunteer hours. 

The Hampden Senior Center is 
inviting the community to warm their 
hearts by helping warm those of others. 
This winter, the center is accepting 
monetary donations to purchase soup, 
tea and hot chocolate for homebound 
Hampden seniors. Those with spare 
change may make donations in a jar 
located in the main lobby of the senior 
center. Those with knowledge of an 
individual who could use assistance are 
encouraged to contact the senior center at 
566-5588. 

Do you have a favorite bartender or 
server who always gives good service? For 
those working in the hospitality industry 
in Western Massachusetts, “Howdy” 
is not just a friendly greeting, it means 
being among the very best in the field. 
Now through March 1, 2020, the Greater 
Springfield Convention and _ Visitors 
Bureau is providing folks an opportunity 
to thank individuals who provide great 
service by nominating them for a Howdy 
Award for Hospitality Excellence online 
at ExploreWesternMass.com. For 25 
years, the Howdy Awards for Hospitality 
Excellence program has _ recognized 
outstanding restaurant servers, attractions 
attendants, bartenders, hotel personnel, 
retail clerks and others across Hampden, 
Hampshire and_ Franklin counties 
in Western Mass. Winners will be 
recognized at a dinner Monday, May 18 
at the MassMutual Center in Springfield. 
The GSCVB, an affiliate of the Economic 
Development Council of Western 
Massachusetts, is a private nonprofit 
destination marketing organization 
dedicated to promoting Western Mass. 
for meetings and conventions, group 
tours, sports and leisure travel. For more 
information on the GSCVB, visit www. 
Explore WesternMass.com. 

The Minnechaug Regional High 


Jan. 28 at 6 p.m. in the library’s Brooks 
Room. There, patrons will taste and 
discuss recipes from the book “Zaitoun: 


Recipes from the Palestinian Kitchen,” by 
Yasmin Khan. To participate stop by the 
library’s front desk and reserve a copy of 
the month’s cookbook. Then, select one 
of the recipes and register by Saturday, 
Jan. 25. Tell the library and others of the 
recipe selection so as to avoid duplicates. 
Newcomers are welcome to attend. 
Registration 1s required to attend the free 
event, as space is limited. To register, visit 
the library or call 596-6141. 

On Saturday Feb. 8 from 11 a.m. 
to noon, Jessica Petit, an independent 
wellness advocate, will offer a workshop 
on essential oils at Wilbraham Library. 
You can learn how to keep your immune 
system up and keep away those germs 
using essential oils. Essential oils are a 
great, non-toxic way to feel empowered 
about your health. They will be making 
an Immunity Roller, a Breathe Roller 
and hand sanitizer. There is a small fee to 
cover the cost of supplies, $5 to complete 
one project, or $15 for all three. Cash, or 
credit cards are acceptable for payment. 
Registration is required by calling 596- 
6141 or go online to the website at www. 


wilbrahamlibrary.org. 
Here’s one from the AARP magazine: 
Ann: “I heard that you’re a 
hypochondriac. 


Stan: “Well, my doctor says I’m not, 
but I spent three days reading about it on 
the internet and I have all the symptoms.” 


Does your club have an upcoming 
meeting? Do you have a special birthday 
or anniversary coming up ? Have someone 
you would like to salute? Please send the 
information including the contact info to 
cbennett4765 @ charter.net. 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
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Fire Marshal: 
promptly dispose of 
Christmas trees 


With the Christmas holiday now in the past, State 
Fire Marshal Peter Ostroskey and the Department of Fire 
Services encourage families to start the New Year safely 
by promptly and properly disposing of natural Christmas 
trees. 

“Whether your tradition is to put up your Christmas 
tree right after Thanksgiving or just before Christmas, 
trees should be taken down promptly and disposed of 
properly,’ Ostroskey said. “Even a well-watered tree 
quickly dries out and becomes a danger.” 

Ostroskey and DFS encourage residents to take ad- 
vantage of community pick-up days or recycling pro- 
grams available in many municipalities. Some local goat 
farms accept bare tree and wreath donations. 

The state notes that in the past few years, several fires 
involving Christmas trees have been reported. On Dec. 
18, 2018 at 2 a.m., the Revere Fire Department respond- 
ed to one such fire in a two-family home that started in 
a first floor living room. No injuries were reported but 
damage was estimated at $155,000. 

Days later, on Dec. 27, 2018 at 5:43 p.m., the Bland- 
ford Fire Department responded to an outside Christmas 
tree fire. The homeowner was trying to dispose of a tree 
by burning it with gasoline, which resulted in gasoline 
fumes blowing back at the man, causing first and sec- 
ond-degree burns to his face. 

Ostroskey reminds residents that Open Burning Sea- 
son does not start until Jan. 15, and the use of gasoline to 
ignite a fire is prohibited. 

For more information about fire safety, contact the lo- 
cal fire department or the office of the state fire marshal at 
877-9 NO FIRE, or visit www.mass.gov/dfs. 


Great Decisions discussion 
sroup returns 


WILBRAHAM - Registration has begun for the 2020 
Great Decisions Discussion Group, to be held at the Wil- 
braham Public Library beginning in February. 

The topics from the upcoming series, selected by the 
Foreign Policy Association, are “Climate Change and the 
Global Order,” “India and Pakistan,’ “Red Sea Security,” 
“Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking,’ “U.S. Rela- 
tions with the Northern Triangle,’ “China’s Road to Latin 
America,” “The Philippines and the U.S.,” and “Artificial 
Intelligence and Data.” 

Sessions will be held on Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1, 8 
and 15. Extra meetings have been built into the schedule 
to allow for makeup dates due to inclement weather. 

Marjorie Schoen has once again volunteered to lead 
the library’s local chapter of this national conversation. 
Past participants have found the weekly discussions to be 
highly informative and engaging. 

This year, thanks to a generous donation from Duke 
Insurance Brokerage, the Great Decisions briefing books 
will be made available to purchase through the library at 
a discount. The first 30 individuals to sign up will have 
the option to buy one of the books for $17.50. The library 
will also maintain a copy at the front desk so that all will 
have access to the book if they choose not to purchase 
one. 

To learn more about the series topics, visit fpa.org/ 
great_decisions or stop by the library at 25 Crane Park 
Drive. To register call 596-6141. 


When you travel this summer take us along for 
the trio and be sure to take a photo with the front = ae. 
page at your incredible destinations. 

We look forward to seeing where you go! 
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Deadline looms for 
USDA Conservation 
Stewardship Program 


AMHERST - The U.S. Department of Agriculture an- 
nounced that the next deadline for Conservation Steward- 
ship Program applications to be considered for funding 
in fiscal 2020 is March 20. USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service plans to invest up to $725 million 
nationwide for new enrollments and contract extensions. 

While applications are accepted throughout the year, 
interested producers should submit applications to their 
local NRCS office by March 20, to ensure their applica- 
tions are considered for 2020 funding. 

The 2018 Farm Bill made several changes to this pro- 
gram, which helps agricultural producers take the con- 
servation activities on their farm to the next level. NRCS 
is authorized to accept new CSP enrollments from now 
until 2023. Some important improvements to the program 
include: 

NRCS now enrolls eligible, high ranking applications 
based on dollars rather than acres. For fiscal 2020, NRCS 
can spend up to $725 million in the program, which 
covers part of the cost for producers, implementing new 
conservation activities and maintaining their existing ac- 
tivities. 

Higher payment rates are now available for certain 
conservation activities, including cover crops and re- 
source conserving crop rotations. 

CSP now provides specific support for organic and 
transitioning to organic production activities, and a spe- 
cial grassland conservation initiative for certain produc- 
ers who have maintained cropland base acres. 

CSP is offered through continuous sign-ups. The pro- 
gram provides many benefits including increased crop 
yields, decreased inputs, wildlife habitat improvements 
and increased resilience to weather extremes. CSP is for 
working lands including cropland, pastureland, nonin- 
dustrial private forest land and agricultural land under the 
jurisdiction of a tribe. 

For more imformation and to apply, contact the Had- 
ley field office at 413-585-1000, ext. 3. 


Yoga program 
offered at WPL 


WILBRAHAM - In a program coordinated with Path- 
ways for Parents, the Wilbraham Public Library will offer 
a “Story Yoga” program for children ages 2- to 5-years old. 

Led by Jane Christian, the inclusive workshop for chil- 
dren and their guardians teaches yoga poses and weaves 
stories in an interactive process. Children will learn animal 
poses and deep breathing techniques to encourage healthy 
habits. 

Dates for the program are Feb. 4, March 17 and April 7. 

Registration is now underway and is required to par- 
ticipate. For more information, visit the Front Desk at 25 
Crane Park Drive or call 596-6141. 


Annual parking ban now 
in effect 


HAMPDEN -— The annual winter parking ban for 
the town of Hampden is now in effect through April 
15, 2020. Any vehicles left on town roads may be 
towed at the owner’s expense. All vehicles that im- 
pede snow removal shall be towed at the request of the 
Highway Department. 
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ATI Club collects for 
Providence Hospital 


WILBRAHAM — The Minnechaug Regional 
High School Above the Influence Club invites the 
community to help them with a clothing collection 
this month. 

Now through Jan. 28, the Club, advised by teacher 
Jay Dalessio, is collecting adult winter clothing for 
the Providence Behavioral Health Hospital and its 
Substance Abuse Unit. Donations may be delivered 
to Dalessio’s room at Minnechaug, B-108. 

Among the most needed items are gloves, hats 
and socks. Folks may also deliver used books, games 
and art supplies. 


Annual ‘Girls and 
Women in Sports 
Day’ set for Jan. 25 


SPRINGFIELD — Western New England Uni- 
versity will host the 20th Annual Girls & Women in 
Sports Day Saturday, Jan. 25 from 8 a.m. to noon in 
the Alumni Healthful Living Center. The free event 
iS a community service program designed for girls 
between the ages of 6 and 12 from the greater Spring- 
field area. 

“The focus is not only teaching athletic skills but 
to also encourage a life-long interest in sport and 
physical activity,” said Jennifer Kolins, the universi- 
ty’s men’s and women’s tennis coach and community 
outreach coordinator. ““We want to encourage young 
women to make healthy life choices, strengthen their 
self-esteem, and introduce a variety of sports to girls 
from Springfield and surrounding areas.” 

Participants will have the opportunity to partici- 
pate in three sports clinics, with offerings to include 
basketball, dance, field hockey, soccer, softball, vol- 
leyball, swimming, and tennis. Clinics will be in- 
structed by Western New England coaches and var- 
sity athletes and include both instruction and time for 
play. Light snacks will be served. 

While the event is free, participants are asked to 
bring a personal hygiene produce (e.g., hair products, 
deodorant, toothpaste, paper towels, etc.) to be donat- 
ed to a local shelter. 

All participants and their families are invited to 
remain at the Alumni Healthful Living Center and at- 
tend at no charge the Western New England women’s 
basketball game at 1 p.m. and the men’s basketball 
game at 3 p.m., as the teams take on Endicott College. 

For more information and to register, visit wne- 
goldenbears.com/information/girls-women-sports/ 
G-W_2020. 


Rep. Ashe to hold hours 
in Hampden 


HAMPDEN - State Rep. Brian Ashe, D-Long- 
meadow, will have a staff member available to meet 
with constituents from 11 a.m. to noon at the Hamp- 
den Free Public Library, 625 Main St., on the follow- 
ing days: Feb. 19 and March 18. Residents may also 
contact the district office at 413-272-3922 to discuss 
any issues or concerns. 
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STCC to offer veterinary 
assistant training program 


SPRINGFIELD -—- _ Spring- 
field Technical Community Col- 
lege recently announced it will 
offer veterinary assistant training 
beginning Feb. 10. 

The course runs through 
August, with classes meeting 
Mondays and Thursdays, 9 a.m. 
to noon. The training marks the 
first step toward getting a start in 
a field where the jobs are in high 
demand. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, vet- 
erinary assistant jobs are expect- 
ed to grow 19 percent between 
2018 and 2028, faster than the 
average for all occupations. 

“This 1s a dream job for many 
animal lovers,” said Elliot Levy, 
senior director of the Workforce 
Development Center at STCC. 
“Caring for animals provides 
both a meaningful and reward- 
ing career as well as skilled work 
that leads to a stable income. We 
are excited to offer this work- 
force development opportunity.” 

The training prepares stu- 


dents to keep animals healthy, 
care for them when they are ill, 
and assist veterinarians in their 
offices. 

The veterinary assistant 
works directly under the super- 
vision of veterinarians and the 
veterinary technician as_ they 
perform procedures, examina- 
tions, and treatments. The vet- 
erinary assistant provides basic 
care for animals, such as feed- 
ing and exercising the animals, 
while learning how to recognize 
signs of illness and disease, per- 
forming laboratory procedures, 
interacting with clients, and 
performing general office proce- 
dures. Veterinary assistants work 
in animal hospitals and clinics, 
animal shelters, laboratories, 
zoos, and animal parks. 

For more information and to 
enroll online, visit stcc.edu/wdc/ 
descriptions/veterinary-assis- 
tant. To contact the Workforce 
Development Center Office, call 
413-755-4225. 


Scholarships available through Elks 


Students looking to continue 
their education at institutions of 
higher learning are encouraged 
to apply for scholarship fund- 
ing through the Massachusetts 
Elks Association, which an- 
nounced two scholarships are 
available to students. 

Those looking to attend a 
four-year college or universi- 


ty should apply for the Major 
Project Scholarship. Students 
attending a two-year or voca- 
tional school should apply for 
the Vocational Scholarship Pro- 
gram. 

For more information, ap- 
plications and deadlines, visit 
maelks.org. 
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Springfield 
College names 
fall Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD -_ Spring- 
field College recently named the 
Dean’s List for the 2019 fall se- 
mester. 

From Hampden are Timothy 
Connors, Alexis LeBrasseur, Ja- 
cob Bailey, Nora Fitzgerald, and 
Asher Simon-Plumb. From Wil- 
braham are Madalyn Salvatore, 
Korbin Wurm, David Franco, 
Kalia Franco, Amanda Ingerson, 
Anna Marie Gregory, Gabriel- 
la DeRose, Madison Bonavita, 
Alexandrea Maziarz, Nicholas 
Scibelli, Ryan Yelle, Kelsey Al- 
lard, Abigail Roebuck, and Grace 
Brennan. 


Graeme 
Bazarian named 
to Dean’s List 


LEWISBURG, Pa. — Graeme 
Bazarian, a biomedical engineer- 
ing major in the class of 2020, 
of Wilbraham, was named to the 
Dean’s List at Bucknell Univer- 
sity during the fall semester of 
the 2019-2020 academic year. A 
student must earn a grade point 
average of 3.50 or higher on a 
scale of 4.0 to receive the recog- 
nition. 
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CAMPUS NOTES & 


Wilbraham 
students named 
to Dean’s List 


BURLINGTON, Vt. — To be 
named to the Dean’s List at the 
University of Vermont, students 
must have a grade-point aver- 
age of 3.0 or better and rank in 
the top 20 percent of their class 
in their respective college or 
school. From Wilbraham are Ab- 
bey Gentile and Elanore Worth- 
ington. 


AIC names fall 
Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — American 
International College recently 
named 460 students to the fall 
2019 Dean’s List. Dean’s List 
students have achieved a 3.30 to 
4.0 GPA. 

From Hampden are Kara 
Catherine White and _  Ken- 
dal Bates. Wilbraham _ stu- 
dents are Jeffrey Soja, Nau- 
tika Caulton-Wheeler, Grace 
Beaupre, Emily Grenier, and Mi- 
chael Acevedo. 


Student earns 
Dean’s List 
honors at New 
Haven 


WEST HAVEN, Conn. — The 
University of New Haven recent- 
ly announced its Dean’s List for 
the fall 2019 semester. From Wil- 
braham is James Mastrio, a com- 
munication major. 


Levesque earns 
honors at Dean 
College 


FRANKLIN — Dean College 
recently announced that Hanna 
Levesque, of Wilbraham, has 
earned a place on the Dean’s List 
for the fall 2019 semester. 

Founded in 1865, Dean Col- 
lege is a private, residential col- 
lege located in Franklin Mas- 
sachusetts. The college offers 
baccalaureate degrees, associate 
degree programs, as well as a 
schedule of part-time continu- 
ing and professional education 
credit and certificate programs 
throughout the calendar year. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 


the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 





The benetits of local newspapers 


e Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own- 

ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength- 
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 


ocal newspapers play vital roles 

in communities across the globe. 

The Information Age has changed 
the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities. 





While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers. 


a 


¢ Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu- 
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in- 
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc- 
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what's going on in their own commu- 
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively. 


communities. 


e Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc- 
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu- 
nities and build stronger communi- 
ties as a result. 


little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa- 
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri- 
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 

in Florida performed significantly 
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than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa- 
pers in class. 


Many local newspapers have played 


vital roles in their communities for 


e Local newspapers can benefit chil- 


" decades, providing a go-to resource for 
dren. National newspapers may have 


local readers and business owners. 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


better in spelling and vocabulary 


13 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities 
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal 


Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel « The Sun 











Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News ¢ Wilbraham Times « Shopping Guide 


800.824.6548 ¢ www.newspapers.turley.com 
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§ OBITUARIES 





Death 
Notices 


Bergeron, Evelyn S. 
Died Dec. 7, 2019 
Memorial Service Jan. 
25, 2020 
The Immaculate 
Conception Church 


Eaton, Sally Ann 
(Nixon) 
Died January 15, 2020 
All funeral services 
will be private 


Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One 1s a free, brief 


Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
Provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


Support the local 
businesses that 
support your 
local newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wilbraham 
Hampden Times 
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Evelyn Stella Bergeron 
(1928-2019) 


Evelyn Stella Bergeron, formal- 
ly of Indian Orchard, departed this 
earth with the love and care of her 
family close by her side in thought 
and in presence on Dec. 7, 2019 at 
the age of 91 in Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware. She was born Evelyn 
Stella Severyn in Indian Orchard 
on Oct. 26, 1928 to Walter Severyn 
and Stella Golba Severyn, and soon 
afterward baptized into the Roman 
Catholic faith at The Immaculate Conception Church in 
Indian Orchard where she also received her first commu- 
nion, confirmation and on Sept. 11, 1948, where she mar- 
ried the love of her life, devoted and ever-caring, Arthur 
Gerald Bergeron. She is now reunited with her husband 
Arthur, whom she lovingly referred to as “Hon’, in the 
transcending graces of their heavenly father and blessed 
son Jesus Christ. 

Evelyn lived a fulfilling life, graduating in 1946 from 
the High School of Commerce in Springfield and shortly 
gaining employment at the Springfield Telephone Com- 
pany. But that was not where she had found her most en- 
terprising role as an outstanding member of the commu- 
nity. She managed Friendly’s Ice Cream in Wilbraham 
for over 30 years, extending her generous and ingratiat- 
ing manner to anyone and everyone who had dined there. 
As much as Evelyn loved her ice cream and sharing what 
she loved with her customers, she also loved swimming. 
She and Arthur spent mornings in their later years at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center where she became a founding 
member of the Scantic Valley YMCA. 

During her life in Indian Orchard, Arthur and Evelyn 
raised three beautiful girls to whom she was a wonder- 
ful and outstanding mother: Debora Angus of Rehoboth, 
Delaware, Christine (Michael) Buckley of Murrysville, 
Pennsylvania and Celeste (Daniel) Bryz-Gornia of Vent- 
nor, New Jersey. This is Evelyn’s and Arthur’s greatest 
achievement and continues to be as two more generations 
carry out her legacy while holding the memory of her 
close to their hearts. Her 11 grandchildren: Kristin (Tra- 
vis) Westmoreland, Kimberly (Michael) Reilly, Kathleen 
Angus, Sean (Julia) Buckley, Erin (Jeff) Vangura, Brian 
Buckley, Daniel (Alisa) Bryz-Gornia, Chris, Erika, Wal- 
ter and Mary Bryz-Gornia. And her five great-grandchil- 
dren: Bodie and Brooks Reilly, Colton and Asher Vangu- 
ra and Joshua Buckley. She was “Granny” to all of them 
and they will all remember her that way. Evelyn was a 
caring and loving daughter, wife, mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother with the intuitive capacity of ex- 
tending that love to her family whenever possible and 
while doing it, she was always alongside her husband, 
Arthur, with whom she now rests. 

The memorial service will take place at The Immac- 
ulate Conception Church in Indian Orchard, Saturday, 
Jan. 25 at 11 a.m. with a visitation with family at 10:30 
a.m. In lieu of flowers, the family asks for donations to 
the Alzheimer’s Association in Evelyn S. Bergeron’s 
name (8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 400, McLean, VA 
22102). For additional information, visit www.ludlowfu- 
neralhome.com. 


Aynpathy Slorl ‘ Gnrangements 
CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pmm ° Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


— ANN 


hs 


Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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Sally Ann Eaton 
1940-2020 


WILBRAHAM ~ - 
Sally Ann (Nixon) Ea- 
ton, 79, of Wilbraham 
passed away at Orchard 
Valley of Wilbraham. 
Sally was born in Leb- 
anon, NH on August 17, 
1940. She was a gradu- 
ate of the High School 
of Commerce. Sally & 
her husband Gordon 
met at a youth group at 
church. Gordy raised & sold melons to buy 
a ring for Sally & the childhood sweethearts 
married on June 11, 1960. Sally helped Gordy 
finish up college & they raised their family 
on a small farm in Wilbraham. The happy 
couple did everything together raising crops 
& tending farm animals. Sally was unde- 
terred by pursuing tasks normally defined by 
gender. She was just as proud of being able 
to rebuild a carburetor & building barns as 
she was cooking & helping with homework. 
She loved the challenge of breaking broken 
things down, figuring how they worked, & 
fixing them. She was a gifted and passionate 
gardener, and a beloved mother and grand- 
mother. From children to flowers, she could 
help anything grow and flourish. She was 
predeceased by her husband, Gordon Eaton; 
her brother, Ronald; & her sister Carol. Sally 
will be missed by all who knew her, includ- 
ing her children, Gregg of Wilbraham, Mark 
of Worcester, & Kimberly of Granby, CT; 
her sister, Susan; her grandchildren, Wally, 
Sam, Jake, & Brady; & many extended fam- 
ily members & friends. All funeral services 
will be private. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations in Sally’s memory may be made to 
American Liver Foundation, 188 Needham 
St., Suite 240, Newton, MA 02461. 





Fundraiser sprouts hope 
for cancer research 


HAMPDEN - In a partnership with the 
American Cancer Society, now through Feb. 
21, the Hampden Senior Center will take or- 
ders for potted daffodils to raise funds for 
cancer research and advocacy. 

Daffodils are a symbol of hope and life, 
and the campaign seeks to deliver thousands 
of flowers nationwide to raise awareness and 
funds for the fight against cancer. The mini 
potted daffodils are available at a cost of $15 
and will be delivered to the Hampden Senior 
Center for pick-up in late March. Funds will 
benefit the American Cancer Society. 

To place an order or for more informa- 
tion, contact the center at 566-5588 or visit 
104 Allen St. Checks should be made pay- 
able to “Town of Hampden.” 
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Families 
invited to talk 
about vaping 


WILBRAHAM — Families 
in Hampden and Wilbraham, 
as well as residents concerned 
about vaping among youth, are 
invited to Wilbraham Middle 
School Tuesday, Jan. 28 for a 
free conversation titled “Let’s 
Talk about Vaping,’ coordinat- 
ed by the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Partners for Youth Coalition. 

The program has been re- 
scheduled as a result of winter 
weather Dec. 3. In the event of 
another weather event, the pro- 
gram will take place Thursday, 
Jan. 30. 

The evening begins at 5:15 
p.m. with a pasta dinner courte- 
sy of the Rotary Club of Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden. All guests will 
receive a ticket for a door prize 
raffle and are encouraged to visit 
community information and re- 
source tables. 

Child care will be available 
from 5:45 to 7:45 p.m., courte- 
sy of the Minnechaug Regional 
High School Student Council. 

The conversation will take 
place from 6 to 7:45 p.m., 1n- 
cluding a keynote address from 
Dr. Jilla Sabeti, a neuropharma- 
cologist and associate professor 
at Western New England Univer- 
sity. Her talk is titled “Why We 
Need to Talk about Vaping.” 

As part of the conversation, 
there will be a panel discussion 
with various community stake- 
holders and experts, including 
Dr. Amy Kasper of Pediatric & 
Adolescent Medicine, Wilbra- 
ham Middle School Assistant 
Principal Serenity Greenwood, 
Sara Moriarty of the Hampden 
County Tobacco Free Com- 
munity Partnership, and Min- 
nechaug Regional High School 
students Mike Talaia and AI- 
exandra Karpinksi. A question 
and answer session will follow, 
time-permitting. 

While free, for planning pur- 
poses guests are asked to register 
in advance, including how many 
adults and students will be at- 
tending, and if child care is nec- 
essary. Folks may also submit 
vaping questions and concerns 
ahead of time. 

For more information or to 
register, contact HWP4Y 
Coordinator Ruth DiCris- 
toforo at 566-5060 ext. 17 
or email rdiscristoforo@ 


For resources or to get 
involved with HWP4Y, 
visit hwp4y.org. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


Benches “* Statues 
Plot Maintenance “* Bronze Plaques 
On-Site Lettering “ Restorations 


Monuments 


Custom Design Work 
Cleaning “ Markers 
Cemetery Signage 


Vases 
Granite Signs 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 


413-589-7564 Office 





413-589-7588 Fax 


413-531-5360 
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StartingGate named winner 
of WeddingWire award 


HAMPDEN - The Starting 
Gate at GreatHorse was an- 
nounced a winner of the 2020 
WeddingWire Couples’ Choice 
Awards, an accolade represent- 
ing the top wedding profession- 
als across the board in quality, 


service, responsiveness, and 
professionalism reviewed by 
couples on WeddingWire. 


A leader in the global wed- 
ding planning industry, Wed- 
ding Wire continues its celebra- 
tion of local wedding vendors 
with the announcement of its 
12th annual WeddingWire 
Couples’ Choice Awards win- 
ners. To determine these distin- 
guished wedding professionals, 
WeddingWire analyzed reviews 
across more than 20 service 


categories, from venues and 
caterers to florists and photog- 
raphers to find the most highly 
rated vendors of the year. 

Wedding professionals who 
win WeddingWire Couples’ 
Choice Awards are members 
of WeddingPro, a leading wed- 
ding brand. Through its online 
marketplaces, educational pro- 
grams and community-building 
events, WeddingPro is dedicat- 
ed to helping wedding profes- 
sionals build relationships with 
couples and pros that grow 
their businesses. 

The Starting Gate at 
GreatHorse is honored to be 
one of the top wedding busi- 
nesses in Hampden on Wed- 
ding Wire.com. 


Cannabis Education Center opens 
registration for job training 


HOLYOKE -— Registration 
is now open for the first two job 
training programs offered by 
the Cannabis Education Center, 
a partnership between Holyoke 
Community College and C3RN 
— the Cannabis Community Care 
and Research Network. 

The center’s Cannabis Cu- 
linary Assistant program will 
begin Jan. 25 and run for six 
consecutive Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. at the HCC MGM 
Culinary Arts Institute on Race 
Street. 

Cannabis culinary assistants 
are responsible for preparing 
cannabis or cannadibiol-infused 
products using a variety of cook- 
ing, baking, and infusion tech- 
niques. Students will learn about 
manufacturing operations and se- 
curity, health, and safety policies 
and regulations. 

A program to train workers 
for jobs as patient advocates/bud 
tenders will begin March 2 and 
run for six consecutive Mondays 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the 
Kittredge Center for Business 
and Workforce Development 
on the main HCC campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 


GY) 





publications. 


journalism. 


Qualifications should include: 


deadline-driven environment 


for a print publication. 


LOCAL 
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= P]yge)] a el-jnaie}, 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the position 
of editor for two of its weekly publications, the Journal Register, which 
covers Palmer and surrounding towns, and the Ludlow Register. This full- 
time position is based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St. 

The successful candidate will have strong community journalism 
skills. They must also be able to manage a staff writer, including copy 
editing and guiding coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news 
and write stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 


This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision for growing and 
connecting with our valued readers, and who enjoys community 


e Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 

e Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 

e Own camera and photography experience preferred 

e Editing experience and ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 


e Proficiency in Associated Press style 
e Management experience and/or experience managing content 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 


Turle yD 


Patient advocates/bud  ten- 
ders work behind the counters at 
cannabis dispensaries, interact- 
ing with the public, answering 
technical questions, and pro- 
viding information to registered 
cannabis patients, caregivers, 
and recreational customers mak- 
ing purchases. 

Each six-week job 
training program will be 
followed immediately 
by an internship period 
- three, eight-hour days 
over two weeks - with a 
licensed cannabis indus- 
try employer. 

The cost for each 
program is $3,000, but 
trainees can apply for tu- 
ition assistance through S 
C3RN. 

Space is limited. Pri- 
ority will be given to ap- 
plicants who are unem- 
ployed, underemployed 
or who have limited work 
or college experience. 

For more information 
visit cannabiseducation- 
center.org or call413- 
552-2561. 





































sed Inc. 
www.turley.com 
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Bank president stepping down in 2021 


MONSON - Steve E. Lowell, 
66, who has served as president 
of Monson Savings Bank for 
the last nine years, has officially 
announced his retirement effec- 
tive February 2021. Despite his 
retirement, Lowell is looking 
forward to continuing to serve in 
a vital role with the bank as its 
board chairman. 

The Board of Directors 
of Monson Savings Bank an- 
nounced Daniel R. Moriarty Sr. 
has been named the bank’s presi- 
dent effective February 2021. 

Moriarty, 50, has been with 
Monson Savings for 22 years, 
serving as senior vice president 
and CFO since 2011. He joined 
the bank in 1998 as an account- 
ing manager, became controller 
in 2002, assistant vice president 
in 2004, vice president-control- 
ler in 2006 and was promoted 
to vice president-chief financial 
Officer in 2009. 

A native an current resident 
of Monson, Moriarty is a gradu- 
ate of Monson High School and 
he graduated with honors from 
both Providence College and 


the Nation- 
al School 
of Banking 
at Fairfield 
University. 

“IT am 
truly hon- 
ored, hum- 
bled, and 
thankful 
to God for 
this exciting 
Opportunity to serve the bank 
in this capacity. Monson Sayv- 
ings Bank is a special place with 
exceptional customers, remark- 
able employees and close to 150 
years of tradition and indepen- 
dence,” he said. 

The Board of Directors also 
announced that Michael R. Rou- 
ette has been named executive 
vice president and chief operat- 
ing officer, a newly-created po- 
sition. 

Rouette, 53, has more than 
30 years of experience at Mon- 
son Savings, serving as senior 
vice president and chief loan of- 
ficer since 2016. 

“T could not be more proud 


1 iff ae - # , 
Steve Lowell 





of both 
Dan and 
Michael,” 
Lowell said. 
“These two 
went to 
high school 
togeth- 
er, played 
Sports _ to- 
gether and 
have — been 
supporting each other at Monson 
Savings Bank for over two de- 
cades. They have such a strong 
background together not only as 
co-workers but as friends. Dan 
and Michael have spent time 
together outside of work, golf- 
ing, coaching sports and even 
ran a couple Boston Marathons 
together. They will be dynamic 
leaders of this wonderful bank. 
I look forward to seeing them 
continue the bank’s legacy of re- 
maining financially strong, com- 
munity oriented, and by meeting 
the changing needs of our cus- 
tomers with innovative products 
and services.” 


Daniel Moriarty 





wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 





BUY DIRECT 
PORK RIBEND or 

LOINEND ROAST semua? Boe 
USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC sisson © 6 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


“LOU 
PORK RIBS iiss? 2 


USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 


TURKEY BREAST sessmne? 2 oc 
TAILGATE SPECIALS! 


USDA INSP ¢ Pech eae MARINATED 
CHINESE RED RIB S 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS $2 


USDA INSP ¢ STORE MADE e ITALIAN MARINATED 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST 


USDA INSP ¢ FROZEN e 6 PAK 


MIN] CORN BREAD scsosune 9 OD & 


ei@ #90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 1/23/20 - 1/29/20 


7 


CUT § 429 WHOLE 


FREE 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
GROUND BEEF 
10 LB 

BAG $88 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


Hours: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF 
STRIPLOIN 


Ib OR HALF 


rN Le A 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 
CHICKEN BREAST ioisasc >) '2 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


USDA INSP ROASTER 


FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIBEYE 
STEAKS 


$Hp95 


CHICKEN sresssesssmsnsene DOD, 
CHICKEN THIGH 
BONE-IN io .scac sane ODS 


USDA INSP. FROZEN PRE-BROWN 


80% LEAN 


BUY DIRECT FOR 


BATTERED & BREADED 
CHICKEN BREAST CUTLETS OO 


90 Meat Outlet 


st} LL 


5 LB BAG 


=== SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 





90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


Insurance for your every need. 


HUB International is the largest insurance broker in Massachusetts 


and we're right here in your local communities. 


We will work together with Safety Insurance to build your custom 


insurance solution. 


Looking out for you. Looking ahead for you. 


A Safety Insurance 


AUTO « HOME = SUSIWESS 


O HUB 


17 Palmer Road 


Monson, MA 01057 


South Hadley - Ludlow 
East Longmeadow 


413.733.3131 


hubne.com 


Auto and Home Insurance - Business Insurance and More 
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A COMMUNITY GALLERY 
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Taking the stage... 
Richard Cuoco (right), Wilbraham Middle School band teacher, takes the stage to lead the sixth grade band 


during the school’s Winter Band Concert Jan. 15 at Minnechaug Regional High School. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID 
MILES 





Keeping busy... 


Wilbraham seniors Harry Setian (left) and John 
Harrington (second from right) stay active at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center under the watchful eyes 
of Mary Ellen Schmidt (second from left) and 
Jennifer Curtis. Schmidt is retiring as the center’s 
volunteer and activities coordinator, with Curtis 
set to fill the position. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 
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Driven by sweets... 


From left Wilbraham Girl Scouts Mia Manseau, Abby Camire, Amelia Kellogg and Sara Gonzalez, of Troop 
64535, sell their Girl Scout cookies to eager residents Jan. 17, utilizing a “drive-thru” concept. All of the 
proceeds from the season’s sales will support the girls’ Scouting initiatives. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


Lunch 
time... 


Wilbraham seniors 
enjoy a hot lunch 
Jan. 14 at the 
Wilbraham Senior 
Center, consisting of 





hot dogs and beans. a al | 

Those looking to . . 

stay active may Delivered with care... 

visit the center at 

45 Post Office Park Elena Leon (left), of Orchard Valley at Wilbraham, delivers stockings to Hampi 
or call 596-8379. coordinator, and Wendy Turer, outreach coordinator, to be filled with items for 
TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID sponsored by Benchmark Senior Living. The stockings were given to folks at 
MILES SUBMITTED 
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Community Bulletin Board |) 


Send us in 
your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
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We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words. 
Please send to tyler@turley.com 


Smiling faces... 


Elissa Eplite (left) and Paula Niejadlik await the musical performances of the Wilbraham Middle School Winter 
Band Concert Jan. 15 in the auditorium of Minnechaug Regional High School. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


Just ducky... 


Wilbraham resident Craig Lareau 
caught this mallard drake 
“conduckting” business at the 
Fannie Stebbins Wildlife Refuge in 
Longmeadow Jan. 11. Are you wild 
for wildlife? Share your photos and 
tales to tyler@turley.com. TIMES 








PHOTO SUBMITTED 
Jen Senior Cente staff members Nan Hurburt (center), activities 
‘Hampden seniors as part of its 2019 Stockings for Seniors collection, 
Hampden’s Centennial Commons in time for the holidays. TIMES PHOTO 
Houcse Nien Lows. 7-5 © hee ¢ Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges 
/ 85 Post Office Park e Digital X-Rays & Photographs 
WS: Suite 8503 e Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 e Implant Restorations 
, LIC 413-596-3881 


¢ CareCredit - A convenient monthly payment plan 


Ff www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.ccom — ¢ Most insurance plans accepted 





BILLIARDS 
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got iW Dy x» 2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20) Wilbraham 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 


Mon.-Wed. at 3pm 


ivan egullte Thurs.-Sun. at 11:30am 


EST. 2016 


THURSDAY-SUNDAY 
Made from Scratch Soups, Salads, 
Sandwiches, and Petite Portion Main Meals 


EVERY TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 





$12 PRIME RIB 
Afternoon Pre-Game (UHM 
Tailgate Party! 


Serving our 
Game Grub Menu 
All Day and 
50¢ Wings 5pm-close! 





NG route2Obarandgrille.com | 


| + 
a 
di Hampden House 


1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 





LOUNGE SPECIAL 








3-COURSE 
PRIX FIXE MENU HALF PRICED 
APPETIZERS 
for $2 0 from 4-10 
S64. Be ok ee eee. in Our Lounge Only 
LIVE MUSIC 
: IN OUR 
N.Y. STRIP STEAK LOUNGE 
Choice of Sauce & 2 Sides _ Friday & Saturday 


See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu 


LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS 
Lunch Served Tuesday-Sunday 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
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Fri. 1/31 
EAVESDROP 


Sat. 2/1 
TOM SHIELDS 


Fri. 2/7 
HEALYS W/CHARLIE BONGIOVI 


Sat. 2/8 
TERRY BRENNAN 


ea THURSDAY: 

wee Corned Beef & Cabbage 
wan FRIDAY: 
Ze, Baked Haddock 

a, SATURDAY: 


Join us for 
Sunday 
Breakfast 


$:30am-12pm ce Prime Rib Dinner 





Watch 
Playoff Games, 
the Big Game and 
March Madness 
in 1 our lounge! 


»>a 


DAILY SPECIALS 
OUT AS TEMES 
& 80¢ Wings 
Tuesdays: Half Off Apps 
Wednesdays: Trivia night 
Thursdays: $3 PBR Bottles 
NEW! Personal size 
cauliflower crust pizza 


NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM! 
9 Allen St., Hampden Mini Mall Hampden, MA (41 ah 566-8015 
src Open? Days www.giospizzeria.com 


9 y 


50¢ Wings 
4-Course Dinner $20.20 


Fe... 
MAIN STREET 
TAVERN 


Half Priced Pizza 
| oes 4-Course Dinner $20.20 


16 DRAFT LINES » FUNDRAISER NIGHT! 
eit sacar =e Call for more information 
Original Cocktails + 
B® Dinner Special/Live Music 


10 TVs © Touch Tunes Juke Box | 


Homemade Pasta 
Handcrafted Burgers 
Hand-Cut Fries & Chips 


oy 218 Main Street, Monson e¢ 413-893-9078 











www.218mainstreettavern.com _f 
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HISTORICAL from page 1 


wrote that local tribes crossed 
the stone bridge by deftly leap- 
ing from the castellated rock 
atop the sandstone. Flat slabs of 
stone below the dam offered nat- 
ural platforms for catching salm- 
on and other fish with spears and 
fish traps. 


Tricky Currents 

Overall, the Chicopee Riv- 
er 1s a relatively shallow water- 
way. When they started building 
the Indian Orchard mill dam in 
1845, the water level rose and 
formed a large cove just down- 
stream of the Indian Leap trestle. 
This area is 75 feet deep and has 
tricky currents. I know this from 
personal experience and Wil- 
braham fisherman Harry Setian, 
who sounded (measured) the 
area many years ago. 

There is evidence, through 
numerous artifacts, the Indian 
Leap peninsula was populated 
by Native Americans for a long 
period before settlers arrived in 
Springfield. Even older is the 
archaic tribe that occupied Wal- 
nut Island in the Chicopee River 
delta. Archaeologists have found 
village sites and artifacts on Wal- 
nut Island that date back to 9,500 
BP. 

The area below the Falls of 
Wallamanumps is a wonderland 
of glacial potholes and amaz- 
ing rock formations, including 
a small cave near the trail. It 
should be noted, there are many 
caves along the river that were 
used by the Native Americans. 
Most are now under water. Be 
advised, entry to this area is 
somewhat dangerous as the ac- 
cess trail is steep and requires 
care to negotiate. 


Part of Our Legacy 

When the city decided to 
build a concrete dam at Walla- 
manumps, various contractors 
harvested the red sandstone along 
the banks of the river. Knowing 
this, I assumed they demolished 
the natural dam/bridge of the by- 
gone era. Happily, I was wrong. 
While researching a different 
project, I stumbled across an ob- 
scure note in an engineer’s jour- 
nal which noted they built the 
new dam directly in front of the 
historic red sandstone bridge. It 
warms my heart just to know the 
hidden Wallamanumps Bridge is 
still part of our legacy. 
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HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM 
Crossing the river to Ludlow sometimes could be dangerous 


A unique history lies 
beneath Putts Bridge 


By Charles F. Bennett 
Times Editor Emeritus 


We are going to spend some 
time with our friends in [ndi- 
an Orchard and Ludlow in this 
week’s column telling the tale 
of the bridge crossing to Lud- 
low called Putt’s Bridge and the 
waterfalls below it, The Falls at 
Wallamanumps (pronounced 
like it sounds), that goes back to 
the times of local Native Amer- 
icans. 

And, we will tell the tale of 
the oldest railroad chartered in 
New England, going back to 
1849. 


Railroads 

Monson historian Patrick 
Duquette is well known to Wil- 
braham history buffs having 
given talks at an Old Meeting 
House Museum open house in 
the last year and a half. Patrick 
sent me a note, knowing I was 
working on a column about Wil- 
braham railroads. (see the Dec. 
26 Times front page “Historical 
Wilbraham — Railroads made a 
profound impact on the town.”) 

Patrick had come across in- 
formation about the very first 
railroad chartered in New En- 
gland and sent me a message 
about its historic background. 
The Indian Orchard Railroad 
was incorporated in 1849. The 
mile-long track is of more im- 
portance out of proportion to its 
size. It was built by the Indian 
Orchard Mills primarily to pro- 
vide a freight outlet for the mills. 
It was very likely the first com- 
pany holding a bona fide railroad 
charter to operate a passenger 
horsecar service anywhere in 
New England, it was claimed. 

The Indian Orchard Railroad 
was finished in the early 1850s. 
It connected the main line of 
the Western Railroad that ran 
through North Wilbraham, with 
the mills along Pine Street and 
on the south bank of the Chi- 
copee River in Indian Orchard. 
Northbound, the railroad freight 
cars, as well as the company’s 
lone horsecar, coasted downhill 
by gravity southbound, and up 
the grade, they were hauled by 
horses. Later the Western Rail- 
road was merged into the Boston 
& Albany line. 

Putt’s Bridge 

You couldn’t write about 
our neighbors, Indian Orchard 
and Ludlow, without mention- 
ing Putt’s Bridge. The bridge at 
Wallamanumps Falls on the Chi- 
copee River divides Wilbraham 
and Ludlow, and then Indian 


Orchard and Ludlow at what was 
affectionately called ““Tri-Town,” 
where the three towns come to- 
gether. 

According to the Lost New 
England website, this spot at 
Wallamanumps Falls on the river 
has long been the site of a bridge 
connecting the three municipal- 
ities. 

“The early accounts are 
somewhat vague, but the first 
bridge was built in either the 
late 1780s or early 1790s. Either 
way, a bridge was definitely here 
by 1794; prior to that, Ludlow’s 
500 or so residents would have 
to get to and from Springfield 
(Indian Orchard) by fording the 
river,’ says the website. 

Historians wrote that cross- 
ing the river at that spot was un- 
pleasant and dangerous. The first 
bridge was built by Eli Putnam, 
but Putnam’s name was twisted 
into the bridge’s nickname by 
adding and extra “T”’ and called 
“Putt’s Bridge.” However, at that 
location on the river, bridges 
didn’t seem to have long lifes- 
pans. After the first bridge, in 
the next 30 years, three addition- 
al spans would have to be con- 
structed on the site. 

Duquette told me that he 
believed that one or two of the 
previous bridges were toll bridg- 
es but he thought it wasn’t very 
popular to charge people to trav- 
el over them and they eventually 
became free to use. 

The 1822 bridge must have 
been stronger, because it lasted 
until 1897. (See the photograph 
accompanying this column.) By 
this point, though, the 75-year- 
old bridge was starting to show 
its age, and the next year it was 
replaced with a new iron bridge. 
However, the replacement didn’t 
even last half as long as its pre- 
decessor before it was replaced 
by the current bridge, in 1930, 
which is still considered narrow 
by today’s standards. Just look 
at the four lanes that squeeze to- 
gether over the span on any giv- 
en day, especially at rush hour. 

Lost New England says, 
“Today, this concrete and steel 
bridge carries Route 21 across 
the river, and it still serves as the 
primary connection from Lud- 
low to Springfield. The 1897 
version in the photo was at a sub- 
stantially lower elevation than 
the current bridge. 

Back approximately eight to 
10 years ago, the present bridge 
had to undergo major repairs cre- 
ating major traffic woes for Wil- 
braham residents near Weston 
and Acton streets and the Stony 
Hill Road-Pines School section 
of town. 

I remember Wilbraham Town 
Engineer Ed Muiga holding a 
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Now in the 21° century Putts Bridge provides a vital connection 
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between towns and villages but the river below flows over a 
wonderland of glacial potholes and amazing rock formations, 
including caves used by Native Americans, thousands of years ago. 


PHOTO COURTESY PATRICK DUQUETTE 
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A view from under Putt’s Bridge shows the co 
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ncrete dam and the 


falls. Note iron beams above, holding up the span. PHOTO COURTESY 


PATRICK DUQUETTE 


meeting and explaining the sit- 
uation for those residents and 
warning them: “People (motor- 
ists) are invading your town.” 
Miga installed heavy traffic bar- 
riers trying to relieve the head- 
aches all caused by the stalled 
traffic at Putt’s Bridge. Even- 
tually the bridge repairs were 
finished and things got back to 
normal. 

The bridge is a fact of life for 
Wilbraham folks who want to 
go to work in Ludlow or to get 
on the Massachusetts Turnpike. 
These days, I travel over Putt’s 
Bridge to get to the Ludlow Ten- 
nis Club or to the Ludlow Cen- 
tral Bakery for their delicious 
Portuguese rolls and desserts. 


Sources: The Lost New En- 
gland website. Thanks to Wil- 
braham Library Director Karen 
Demers and Assistant Director 
Mary Bell; and to historian Pat- 
rick Duquette. 

Sources for Falls at Wal- 


lamanumps: History of West- 
ern Massachusetts 1855 Josi- 
ah Gilbert Holland, History of 
the Highland Community 1921 
Commissioned by the Highland 
Bank, Ludlow History 1844- 
1911 Alfred Noon, Ludlow His- 
tory Centennial Book 1875, His- 
tory of the Connecticut Valley 
1895, Archaeology and History 
of the Connecticut Valley Indian 
1967 editor William R. Young, 
Online Report: Hampden Coun- 
ty Bridges, Online Report: Lake 
Hitchcock, The Indian Crossing 
in Chicopee Massachusetts 2011 
Brian Jones UMASS 


Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett retired as Times edi- 
tor in 2014 and is a member of 
the Historic Commission and a 
trustee of the Wilbraham Athene- 
um Society. Readers can contact 
him with comments or ideas for 
the column at cbennett4765 @ 
charter.net. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all 


Access archives and 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


notices to 
notices@turley.com 


digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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® SCHOOLS 
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SCHOOL LUNCH MENUS 


Elementary 
and Middle Schools 


Monday, Jan. 27 
Turkey wrap, lettuce/tomato, Cape 
Cod chips, and baby carrots 


Tuesday, Jan. 28 
Mandarin Orange Chicken, brown 
rice, and roasted butternut squash 


Wednesday, Jan. 29 
Ham and cheese flatbread, potato 
smiles, hummus and celery sticks 


Thursday, Jan. 30 
Taco Boat, lettuce/salsa/cheese, 
brown rice, and corn 


Friday, Jan. 31 
Stuffed crust pizza, garden salad, 
and baby carrots 


Alternates are offered daily, includ- 
ing chef salad and bagel lunch, and 
are served with yogurt or cheese Stick. 
Fresh local fruits and vegetables daily. 
Daily lunch is $2.75. Milk is 50 cents, 
included with all lunches, 1% or fat 
free chocolate. Make checks payable 
to School Food Services. 


Minnechaug Regional 
High School 


Monday, Jan. 27 

Popcorn Chicken Bowl — Popcorn 
chicken, mashed potato, seasoned corn, 
and whole wheat dinner roll 

Main Street Deli — Crispy chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie, 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Veggie 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Tuesday, Jan. 28 

Toasted cheese sandwich, tomato 
soup, and green beans 

Main Street Deli — Caesar chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — BBQ chicken 

Specialty - Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Wednesday, Jan. 29 

Mexican Bar — Taco, burrito, or na- 
cho; chicken, bean or turkey; lettuce/sal- 
sa/cheese; and corn 

Main Street Deli — Chicken salad 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/ toppings 


Pizza Daily — Meatball 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Thursday, Jan. 30 

Calzone — pepperoni or Buffalo 
chicken — and garden salad 

Main Street Deli — Buffalo chicken 
wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Chicken and broccoli 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Friday, Jan. 31 

Pasta Bar — Meat, red or white sauce, 
Caesar salad, and garlic knot 

Main Street Deli — Veggie wrap 

Falcon Grille Daily — Cheese/veggie 
or chicken burger w/toppings 

Pizza Daily — Buffalo chicken 

Specialty — Grilled chicken, Caesar 
salad, Buffalo chicken salad, chef salad, 
assorted wraps 


Meal prices $3, reduced 40 cents, 
adult $3.75, milk 50 cents, breakfast 
$1.75. All meals served with choice 
of fruit, vegetable and 1% or fat free 
milk. Offered daily: salad bar, grab & 
go sandwiches and salad, hamburgers, 
chicken sandwiches, PB&J, veggie burg- 
ers and yogurt bar. 


Statewide student essay competition 
commemorates Mayflower anniversary 


BOSTON — Four hundred years 
ago, the Mayflower landed on the 
shores of what would later be known 
as Massachusetts, forever changing the 
course of history of four nations: the 
U.S., England, the Netherlands and the 
Wampanoag. 

American Ancestors — also known 
as New England Historic Genealogical 
Society — a national family history 
organization headquartered in Boston 
and one of the groups leading activities 
to commemorate the quadricentennial 
of the landing of the Mayflower, has 
announced a statewide student com- 
petition in Massachusetts to honor the 
story of the Pilgrims and of the native 
Wampanoag people. The 2020 Ameri- 
can Ancestors Young Historians Essay 
Contest asks students to explore how 
this 400-year-old history relates to our 
national, familial and personal stories 
and identities. 

Open to students currently enrolled 
in grades 5—12 in public, private and 
parochial schools, and those in home- 


study programs across the Bay State, 
the contest asks participants to address 
one of three topics: How is the story 
of the Mayflower still relevant today?; 
How does your family’s journey to 
America compare to the journey of 
the Pilgrims in 1620?; and as a native 
student, what does your tribal history 
mean to you? 

American Ancestor’s Director of 
Education Ginevra Morse described 
the statewide competition as an op- 
portunity to honor the story of the Pil- 
grims and of the native Wampanoag 
people. 

“Their stories, collectively and in- 
dividually, embody the triumphs and 
tragedies of life in early New England 
and in the country itself. These stories 
are still relevant today,’ Morse said. 

“Involving some of the youngest 
minds in a process of reflection upon 
this historic event will lead to new 
insights and understanding for histo- 
rians of all ages. We’re delighted to 
offer an opportunity for Massachusetts 


students to interpret and express the 
significance of the Mayflower voyage 
in their own words. We have no doubt 
that it will be revealing for many of 
us,’ she added. 

A panel of judges will announce 
winners of the 2020 American Ances- 
tors Young Historians Essay Contest 
in early August. Cash prizes will be 
awarded to six winners; three winners 
will be selected from grades 5-8 and 
receive $500 each and another three 
winners will be selected from grades 
9-12 and receive $750 each. All win- 
ners will be invited to present part of 
their essay at special events in Bos- 
ton commemorating the Mayflower’s 
AQOth year anniversary. 

The deadline for essay submissions 
is June 10. Submission guidelines may 
be found at mayflower.americanances- 
tors.org/essay-contest, the Mayflower 
companion website of American An- 
cestors. 


Students invited to participate in “Great Outdoors Contest’ 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The Turf- 
Mutt Foundation recently announced 
“The (Really) Great Outdoors Con- 
test 2020,” focused on urging children 
to use their imaginations around the 
many uses and benefits of green space 
and the outdoors. Open to students in 
grades 6 to 8, last year’s contest drew 
more than 2,700 submissions from 
middle school youth. 

Created in partnership with Scho- 
lastic, the global children’s publishing, 
education and media company, the 
contest encourages students to write 
about or draw a nature space their 
community could use. Students are 
also asked to include text to describe 
the space, discuss what elements are 
needed, and how their space will be 
used to benefit the community. Each 
entry can be no more than three pages 
total. 


“We mean it when we say nature 
starts at your back door. Introducing 
kids to the outdoors is good for them 
and good for all of us,’ Kris Kiser, 
president and CEO of the TurfMutt 
Foundation and the Outdoor Power 
Equipment Institute, said. “Family 
yards, school yards and parks are part 
of a vast ecosystem that supports all of 
us. The contest helps the next gener- 
ation envision how people-wherever 
they may live-can spend time outside.” 

Ten thousand dollars in prizes will 
be awarded through the contest. The 
grand prize for a student is $2,500, 
with teachers and the school each re- 
ceiving a $750 prize. The first place 
student will receive $2,000 and the 
teacher and the school will each re- 
ceive $500. The second place student 
will receive $1,500 and the teacher and 
the school will each receive $250. The 


third place student will receive $750 
and the teacher and the school will 
each receive $125. 

Teachers may download lesson 
plans and contest entry information 
from www.scholastic.com/turfmutt. 
Entries will be accepted online and 
may be uploaded by teachers or mailed 
in by teachers or students alike. Entries 
are due by March 16. 

Last year’s winning entries are 
available online for viewing. 

The program’s educational materi- 
als are free and support science, tech- 
nology, engineering and math (STEM) 
standards for grades K-8. The Turf- 
Mutt environmental education pro- 
gram, funded and managed by OPEI’s 
Research and Education Foundation, 
has reached 70 million students, teach- 
ers and families since 2009. 
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boards. It’s been suggested that there might have 
been discussions before a public meeting. In my 
opinion, that 1s inappropriate under open meet- 
ing law,’ said Berliner. 

Berliner, an attorney by profession, contin- 
ued to note that it is difficult to clearly identify 
a “lack of character” when an individual hasn’t 
committed a felony such as “embezzlement, 
theft, bribery or violence.” Loiko has not been 
publically accused of any of the aforementioned 
crimes. 

All elected and appointed town officials vol- 
unteer in their positions, a reality that Berliner 
considered to be a “precious commodity.” The 
Zoning Board of Appeals is short an alternate 
member, yet Davenport and Glover opposed 
Loiko’s re-appointment; Berliner warned against 
mistreating the town’s volunteers and setting an 
unfavorable precedent. 

Under open meeting law, Flynn’s Dec. 30 
motion could have been seconded and discussed 
in an executive session, had the board taken a 
roll-call vote to do so, where character concerns 
would be hashed out privately. Davenport and 
Glover’s refusal to act prevented that scenario, 
angering many of those in attendance on Jan. 13. 

Loiko also sits on the Planning Board; mem- 
bers of both boards attended the Jan. 13 meeting 
to voice support of the individual in question. 

“This 1s an embarrassment,’ shouted Plan- 
ning Board Chairman Robert Howarth, a retired 
judge. “The Constitution says, “You’re innocent 
until proven guilty.’”’ 

For the second time, Flynn motioned for the 
re-appointment of Loiko. This time, Davenport 
seconded the motion and assured the audience 
that “there was no prior discussion” and that he 
was surprised by the development. 

Glover also took the opportunity to denounce 
the ‘“‘assertions,’” which she considered to be “er- 
roneous” and “baseless.” She cited her 20 years 
on the Hampden School Committee and her fa- 
miliarity with open meeting law. 

“T think that it’s relative to character, but I 
won’t go any further,’ said Glover, as Daven- 
port gave a non-verbal cue for her to stop before 
immediately delving into the “perception”  sur- 
rounding the issue. 

Davenport offered an explanation for his 
stance against Loiko’s re-appointment to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, which had nothing to 
do with character. 

“Here we have a person who serves on the 
Planning Board and the Board of Appeals,” he 
said. “If the Board of Appeals is appealing a 
Planning Board decision and the person who is 
on both boards will hear that decision, what’s the 
perception there? Is that a fair, transparent pro- 
cess?” 

Flynn noted that Loiko would only serve 
as an alternate on the Board of Appeals for the 
next five months before relocating to a different 
state; he considered it highly unlikely that Loiko 
would act as a voice of authority in the prospec- 
tive situation referenced by Davenport. 

“Why would we put a hole in a board? I don’t 
see the conflict; 90 percent of the issues that go 
to the Board of Appeals never appear before the 
Planning Board. Practically, as an alternate, he 
might only have two hearings before his term ex- 
pires. I think that we’re making a problem where 
we don’t have a problem,” said Flynn. 

Both the Zoning Board of Appeals and Plan- 
ning Board utilize alternate, or associate, mem- 
bers. Alternates are allowed to sit in on meetings 
but may only cast votes when the board lacks 
a quorum or when there is a conflict of interest 
with a seated member. 

Berliner expressed his recollection that indi- 
viduals have served simultaneously on different 
boards multiple times during the town’s history. 
Davenport fired back, citing that an inherent con- 
flict would occur if Loiko was re-appointed. 

Howarth was displeased with Davenport’s 
explanation. He warned that the town will lose 
many of its volunteers if the board continues 
down its current path. 

“You made this an issue,’ he said loudly. 
“You're going to lose a lot of volunteers off this 
board.” 

When the motion for Loiko’s reappointment 
was eventually seconded on Jan. 13, Flynn voted 
in favor and Davenport and Glover voted against. 
Loiko was OK with the decision that was made 
and recommended that the board have someone 
to replace him at the ready. 

“Tf they gave any sense of lack of [trust], I 
would gladly resign from one board or the oth- 
er,’ he said. “Ill go wherever the town thinks I 
can be of the most help. I have no dog in the fight 
other than the fact that I get a cold dinner after 
every meeting when I go home.” 
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Girls swimming remains undefeated 


WILBRAHAM -— In sev- 
en meets this season, the Min- 
nechaug Regional High School 
girls swimming team has yet to 
score less than 110 points, and 
still yet to be defeated. 

Last Friday afternoon, the 
Falcons continued their momen- 
tum heading into the Central/ 
West Championship meet by de- 




















Lily Grono heads up for a layup. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


CHICOPEE — Heading into 
their first matchup of the season, 





feating Westfield 127-59. 

As a team, Minnechaug cap- 
tured wins in all but one event. 

Samantha Van Zandt contin- 
ued her torrid season with more 
victories in the meet. She won 
the 50 freestyle and the 500 free- 
style. She captured the 400 free- 
style relay victory with her team- 
mates and the 200 medley relay. 


match. 






Autumn Strange hits one of 
her four three-pointers against 
Chicopee Comp. 


the Chicopee Comprehensive 
and Minnechaug Regional High 


Margaret Petruzelli was also 
a four-event winner, with two 
relay wins and the individual 
wins in the 100 flystroke and the 
100 breaststroke. Olivia Ranck 
won the 200 individual medley 
and the 100 backstroke. She 
also won two relays. Krystianna 
Strange won the 200 freestyle 
and two relays. 


Elijah Naylor tackles his opponent in a 145-pound 


Hallie O’Toole makes her way 
down the court. 


School girls basketball had one 
great thing in common: both had 
beat Central High School this 


The boys are also undefeated, 
last beating Westfield 104-72. 
Chase Konstantakos had wins in 
the 200 individual medley and 
the 100 freestyle. He also won 
two relay events with his team- 
mates. Connor Richard captured 
a win in the 100 breaststroke and 
Filip Kumiega took the 200 free- 
style. 


Heading into this week, Min- 
nechaug had just a few meets re- 
maining, with Western Mass. set 
to take place in early February. 
The biggest meet of the season is 
against Longmeadow and could 
be the league championship. 
That will take place at 6 p.m. 
at Minnechaug Regional High 
School Friday evening, Jan. 24. 


Falcons sweep 





HOLYOKE - Last week un- 
der the spotlight of Dean cam- 
pus at Holyoke High School, 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School wrestling team won a 
pair of meets, defeating host 
Holyoke and Smith Vocation- 
al. The meet, held last Friday 


Andrew Strand holds 
an advantage in his 
match at 160 pounds. 
He picked up the win 
in the match. 





138-pound match. 
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Gabby Bartolomei shoots ahead 
a block. 


season. 
Central, which has a rough 
stretch this season missing some 





tri-meet 


night, was part of a busy week 
for the Falcons, which includ- 
ed a meet with Putnam (a 46- 
28 win), and a tournament in 
Woburn over the weekend. 
Minnechaug faced Central last 
night in their biggest meet of 
the year. 
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Matt Elmasion tries to turn over his opponent in the 


Photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com 


Gabby Ofcarcik attempts a long 
jump shot. 


of its players, has been the team 
to beat for several years. 


Please see , page 16 
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T-Birds erase 
deficit, stun 
Bruins tn OT 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The Springfield Thunder- 
birds (23-18-2-0) completed a spectacular, improba- 
ble comeback in the final minute of regulation before 
stunning the Providence Bruins (23-16-2-2) by a score 
of 6-5 in overtime on Sunday afternoon inside the 
Dunkin’ Donuts Center. 

Looking to add to a five-game win streak against 
Springfield, the Bruins wasted no time taking an early 
advantage, as Jack Studnicka carried the puck into the 
right corner and slid a pass to Paul Carey in the slot. 
The Providence captain quickly snapped a wrist shot 
over the glove of Philippe Desrosiers to make it a 1-0 
game just 1:46 into the first. 

Desrosiers was under fire in the opening period, as 
Providence put 17 shots into the goaltender’s crease 
area, but other than the Carey strike, the T-Birds goal- 
tender held the fort. 

Springfield prevented themselves from entering 
the intermission scoreless at 18:05, when Rodrigo 
Abols cleanly won an offensive zone faceoff back to 
Tommy Cross, and the former Bruin captain slapped 
the shot through newcomer Bruins goaltender Martin 
Ouellette to tie the score, 1-1. The goal was Cross’ 
fourth against the Bruins in eight games in the season 
series. 

Abols then pushed the T-Birds to the lead at the 
7:11 mark of the middle period. Ryan Haggerty pulled 
a puck off the left-side wall and fired a short-side wrist 
shot at the net with his momentum drifting toward the 
blue line. Abols stationed himself in the blue paint, 
where he scooped up a rebound off Ouellette’s pad 
before chipping it up into the net to give Springfield 
the 2-1 advantage. 

Much like a week ago, however, the Bruins showed 
a quick strike ability as Brendan Gaunce got the game 
evened up just 55 seconds later after a Brendan Woods 
slapper bounced to the ice out of the glove of Des- 
rosiers and right into the crease. 

The T-Birds penalty kill was busy in the back half 
of the middle period, as the Bruins had a pair of man 
advantage chances to retake the lead, but both times, 
Desrosiers and the PK battled to survive the threats. 
With precious time dwindling on the second period, 
Rob O’Gara would untie the game again with just 
5.9 seconds to go in the middle frame, as the ex-Bru- 
in flipped a wrist shot through bodies and under- 
neath Ouellette to give Springfield the 3-2 advantage 
through 40 minutes. 

The third period brought a roller coaster ride of 
emotions and momentum. The Bruins threatened to 
spoil the Thunderbirds’ day when Peter Cehlarik tied 
the game on a power play goal at 5:54 of the third to 
tie the game, 3-3. A minute later, Carey recorded his 
second of the game when a loose puck found its way 
onto his stick in the slot area to make it 4-3 Provi- 
dence. 

The Thunderbirds’ power play failed with a chance 
to tie the game moments later, and Gaunce popped 
home his second of the game with 1:50 to go to make 
it a 5-3 score. 

Springfield, however, made sure this day would 
not go sour. Owen Tippett finally broke through to 
score in his third consecutive game at 19:19 when he 
lifted a backhander over Ouellette’s shoulder to cut 
the lead to 5-4. 

After taking a timeout, the Thunderbirds then 
pulled Desrosiers from the net a second time, and 
from the right wing circle, Aleksi Saarela ripped a 
one-timer past Ouellette to stun the Providence crowd 
and tie the game, 5-5, with just 8.8 seconds remaining. 

With overtime separating the T-Birds from one of 
their most improbable wins ever, Desrosiers had to 
hold the fort himself, as the Bruins registered the first 
two shots of the extra period. With 1:20 remaining 
in overtime, Jake Massie accelerated through the de- 
fense and drew a hooking penalty, giving Springfield 
a 4-on-3 advantage. 

The power play began frenetically, with Ouellette 
diving to the side of his net to stonewall both Paul 
Thompson and Henrik Borgstrom on point blank 
chances that could have ended the game. With Ouel- 
lete scrambling just to try to get back in his net, Saare- 
la set himself up again and Borgstrom hit him with a 
perfect pass, and Saarela blasted it home at 4:20 of the 
overtime to complete the miraculous comeback. 

With the win, the T-Birds now sit just two points 
back of Providence for the fourth playoff spot in the 
Atlantic Division. 

The T-Birds return to home soil for three games 
this upcoming week, beginning with a tangle with the 
Hershey Bears on Wednesday night at 7:05 p.m. 





Hall of Fame 
renovations 
enter final phase 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith Memori- 
al Basketball Hall of Fame announced it has 
entered the final phase of its more than $23 
million refurbishment of the museum which 
launched in early 2018. The museum will be 
closed to the public from Monday, Feb. 3 to 
Wednesday, March 25 as the iconic Jerry Col- 
angelo Court of Dreams will be fully redevel- 
oped, along with implementation of new in- 
teractive areas around the court. Additionally, 
the Hall’s second floor will be deconstructed 
for a full transformation during this time. 

“The Hall of Fame renovation has been 
underway since early 2018 and we are very 
excited to share our progress with the people 
of Springfield and fans traveling from afar,” 
said John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Naismith Hall of Fame. “As we complete 
phase three, the inside of the museum will be- 
come an active construction site, which has 
required us to close to the public for approx- 
imately seven weeks. We are encouraged by 
the tremendous advancements we’ve made to 
our museum and we invite everyone to join us 
for the new experience upon reopening.” 

The Hall’s renovation includes the refur- 
bishment of its iconic dome, in addition to a 
new technology and visitor experience with a 
fully redesigned “High Above Center Court” 
experience and the all new “Honors Ring.” 
The renovations are completely privately 
funded and are expected to be fully completed 
by June 1. 

The Hall of Fame has proudly partnered 
with local contractors on this project which 
approaches $4 million to include: Western 
Builders (Granby, MA); Chandler Architec- 
tural Products, Inc. (W. Springfield, MA); 
Kent Brothers Excavating (Southampton, 
MA); Superior Caulking & Waterproofing, 
Inc. (Palmer, MA); Collins Electric (Chicop- 
ee, MA); Managed Air Systems LLC (Air- 
craft Grade Paint Refinisher, Bloomfield, CT); 
Healey & Associates (Belchertown, MA); and 
Project Management by Colebrook Realty 
Services (Springfield & Holyoke, MA) 

For questions or more information, please 
contact John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame at (413) 
231-5500. 
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This week in recreation 


By Connor Duquette, 

Program Coordinator 

Wilbraham Parks and 
Recreation Department 


My name is Connor 
Duquette and I am the new 
recreation program coordi- 
nator. Recreation has been 
a large part of my life, from 
playing baseball to working 
in Summer camps. 

I grew up in Ludlow and 
have lived there for the most 
part of my life. Growing up, 
I delved into many different 
sports — soccer, lacrosse, 
taekwondo and baseball. I 
have played baseball since a 
very young age and enjoyed 
everything that the sport has 
to offer. You have to under- 
stand all aspects of a sport 
to truly understand its im- 
portance and how special 
it truly is, whether playing, 
coaching, or officiating. 

I am a recent graduate of 
Lasell College, now known 
as Lasell University, where 
I studied sports manage- 
ment. It opened my eyes to 
how sports and recreation 
can help improve people’s 
lives through building social 
interactions and providing 
Opportunities to better fa- 
cilitate healthy relationships 
between both athletes and 
non-athletes. One of my fa- 
vorite quotes was said by the 


great Babe Ruth, who said, 
“Never let the fear of strik- 
ing out keep you from play- 
ing the game.” That is how 
I have lived my whole life; 
there is nothing you can’t 
accomplish as long as you 
don’t let the fear of failure 
stand in your way. 

In addition to baseball, 
I have twice completed the 
Tough Mudder obstacle 
course with aspirations to 
one day run 100 races. An- 
other area of interest that I 
hold is photography, more 
specifically, photography 
of abandoned buildings and 
places that show the true 
history of a place. 

I am very excited to help 
provide the town of Wilbra- 
ham with fresh, new ideas 
and help to provide fun 
events and activities for ev- 
eryone to enjoy! 


NOTES: Be on the look- 
out for upcoming spring 
program registration — start 
dates! Rec Baseball and 
Softball (Feb. 4), Spring 
Softball Clinic (Feb 4) 
Spring Track & Field (Feb. 
11), Volleyball (March 10), 
Tennis (March 31), and our 
Annual Egg Hunt (February 
25). All our program details 
may be found at Wilbraham- 
Rec.com. 


The week ahead 
Minnechaug Regional High School 


Boys Basketball 








Thursday, Jan. 23 Away 
Friday, Jan.24 Home 
Monday, Jan. 27 Home 


Chicopee Comp. 7 p.m. 
Northampton 7 p.m. 
Sabis 7 p.m. 


GIRLS from page 15 


Minnechaug has now emerged as the team to beat 
in Division | with a perfect 7-0 record. Comp entered 
the matchup at .500. Minnechaug’s depth and shoot- 
ing prowess was on full display last Thursday night 
as the Falcons more than doubled up the Colts 68-31. 

Comp, which has had an up-and-down season, 
struggled in this matchup. Minnechaug, which often 
plays a full court press and has a lot of great defend- 
ers, limited Comp to just 10 points in the entire sec- 
ond half. 

Minnechaug rotates eight to 10 players into the 
game, and got more players in as they built their lead 
early. Minnechaug had 19 points in the first eight 
minutes of the game, and almost added that amount 
in the second quarter. The Falcons began using its 
bench during the second quarter. Comp simply could 
not make any type of comeback, being limited to just 
three baskets in that frame. 

Comp also really struggled from the free throw 
line, with the exception of Juliana Beaulieu, who 
made eight free throws. The rest of the team made 
just three. 

Minnechaug stayed strong into the second half, 
not letting up throughout. 

With the full pressure, Minnechaug would have 
four players score in double digits. Lauren Barry, Au- 
tumn Strange, and Emily Howard tied for the team- 
lead with 12 points each. However, they were not the 
game-high scorer, which was Comp’s Beaulieu with 
17 points. 

Strange chipped in four treys for Minnechaug 
while Gabby Bartolemei had two treys. Molly Cronin 
had 11 points in the game. 

With the loss to Minnechaug, Comp is 5-6. Comp 
is Q-1 in the Valley Wheel League. The majority of 
its second half schedule is against league opponents. 
The Colts next face rival Chicopee High on Jan. 24 
at 7 p.m. 

Minnechaug has yet to lose a game and has a 
tough challenge coming up against Northampton on 
Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. 


Thursday, Jan. 23 Home 
Saturday, Jan. 25 Away 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Away 


Thursday, Jan. 23 Away 
Saturday, Jan. 25 Home 


Friday, Jan.24 Away 


Friday, Jan.24 Home 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 Home 


Sat., Jan. 25 
Wed., Jan. 29 
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Girls Basketball 


Ice Hockey 


Indoor Track 


Swimming 


Wrestling 
Away 
Home 
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Northampton 7 p.m. 
Hoosac 7:30 p.m. 
Westfield 7 p.m. 


Longmeadow 8:30 p.m. 
Auburn 3:20 p.m. 


Meet 5 6:45 p.m. 


Longmeadow 6 p.m. 
Belchertown 4 p.m. 


Mt. Greylock Tourn. 9 a.m. 
Monument Mtn. 7 p.m. 
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MERRICK from page 1 


“He embraced farming with verve,’ she 
began. She complimented his extraordinary 
knowledge, love of the land, and his patient 
tilling of the soil. “He was beyond Christian 
and helped develop my love of words.” She 
went on to say, “We have really good earth 
in Western Mass. and 75-100 years ago we 
had the sweetest hay in the Connecticut River 
Valley.” 

She explained that his hard work provid- 
ed the bounty they enjoyed at meals and he 
provided a sense of family and life lessons. 
He was an electrical engineer graduated from 
Amherst College. “With his calloused sun 
spotted hands, ruffled hair and sun-colored 
cheeks, he was a planter for sure!” 


‘God Made a Farmer’ 

Merrick’s grandson, Daniel, recited an 
emotional and stirring poem taken from a 
Paul Harvey radio broadcast from 1978, “And 
on the eighth day, God looked down on his 
planned paradise and said, ‘I need a care- 
taker’... I need somebody with arms strong 
enough to rustle a calf and yet gentle enough 
to deliver his own grandchild; I need some- 
body to sit up all night with a newborn colt, 
and watch it die, then dry his eyes and say, 
‘Maybe next year.’ ... I need somebody who 
can shoe a horse with a hunk of car tire, who 
can make harness out of haywire, feed sacks 
and shoe scraps; who planting time and har- 
vest season, will finish his 40-hour week by 
Tuesday noon, and then pain’n from tractor 
back, put in another seventy two hours — so 
God made a Farmer.” 

Buffy Mayo, beloved wife of now de- 
ceased philanthropist York Mayo, spoke of 
Merrick’s “Vision” brand corn, Llewellyn’s 
rosy cheeks, blue eyes and long chats. Peter 
Ablondi remembered conversations over the 
fence between Adams Cemetery and Llewel- 
lyn’s corn fields when Ablondi was Cemetery 
Commissioner. Llewellyn was remembered 
by others for dedicating his entire front yard 
to crops in “God’s Little Acre’”- donating 
more than 50,000 pounds of vegetables to the 
local Survival Center. 

An Ohio friend who stayed at the Mer- 
rick’s Civil War-era Brownstone Bed and 
Breakfast recounted a 10:30 p.m. knock at 
his guest bedroom door one night. Llewellyn 
invited him downstairs for a beer, which he 
obliged. The next night came the same knock. 
The friend said ‘How about we split one?” 
Llewellyn adamantly responded: “No!” 


Generous Teacher 

Former Library Director Christine Bergq- 
uist, who drove to the service from Maine, 
explained that as a library trustee, Llewellyn 
would respond to 3 a.m. alarm codes at the 
library — never complaining. “I am glad for 
my years with Llewellyn,’ she said. 

Time and time again, the congregation 
heard: “Llewellyn taught me ... he was a 
hard-working man ... he was fair ... he was 
gentle with plantings and incubating chicks 
.. and encouraging to local youth.” 

John Getchell was one 
of those local youth grateful 
for his time with Llewel- 
lyn. “I worked with him 
from when I was 12 until 
18-years-old. He was gen- 
erous, respectful, he taught 
accountability, and he trust- 
ed you. I would come to 
the farm stand or pick corn 
even on my days off. Once 
he taught you something 
he would confidently say 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 


pied by the item in the 


advertisement. 





STAFF WRITER 
a OL-) ple), 


Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 


Qualifications should include: 
¢ Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
*Own camera and photography experience preferred 
¢ Enthusiasm for community journalism 
¢ Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced environment 


Please email resume and three writing samples directly to 
Eileen Kennedy Managing Editor at ekennedy@turley.com. 





‘you know what to do!’ ‘You wrap your eyes 
around the stock,” he would say. “One time 
he caught me missing a single ear of corn in 
my row. I went over to his aisle and found two 
that he had missed!” 

More than one person noted he could have 
lived ‘a life of luxury’ as an electrical engi- 
neer, but he did what his father, Charlie did, he 
kept the farm. Another youth, John LaPlante, 
remembered his time with Charlie from when 
he was 12 until 16 years old. “He made me 
feel special. I always came back to see him. 
He was an amazing human being, passionate 
about farming and he could tell you every en- 
gineering aspect of all the equipment he ran!” 


‘Greater Love’ 

The tragedy of lost youth occurred twice 
in Llewellyn’s family. His son Timothy died 
in his early 20s and on Aug. 7, 1761 Lt. Tim- 
othy “Mirick’’, who would later be the subject 
of the first American ballad, “On Springfield 
Mountain,” died at 22, the night before he was 
to be married to his village sweetheart, Sarah 
Lamb. He was bitten and expired from a rat- 
tlesnake bite while mowing the lawn on the 
mountain. The story of the “Pesky Sarpent” is 
one of the earliest known American ballads. 

The United Church burned down more 
than once and Llewellyn kept sacred the met- 
al “blob,” which was a resurrected piece of the 
former church bell. He proudly presented it to 
the new pastor when he arrived a few years 
ago. Hurd showed it to the congregation and 
closed the service by saying, “With every- 
thing he had to boast about he was humble. 
He brought blessings, lessons, teaching and 
love because he knew a greater love. He is at 
perfect peace, perfect rest. We should hold in 
our hearts what we have learned from him and 
give it back to the world so his lessons live 
on.” 

This reporter visited the Merrick farm- 
house and the “Widow Merrick,’ Theresa 
Munn, shortly after his death for some tea 
and sympathy. An exhausted helium balloon 
floated in the doorway — bobbing and weaving 
in and out of the laundry room waste basket. 
Theresa explained it lingered from Llewel- 
lyn’s 90th birthday in October. She swat- 
ted at it to let me through. On the way out 
she swatted it again. When I returned a 
couple of days later, the balloon still float- 
ed in the doorway. Theresa again swat- 
ted it, “Oh Llewellyn!,” she exclaimed. 
She stuffed it into the washing machine 
nearby. Her humor was infectious. It was 
heartwarming to think Llewellyn’s spirit 
lingered on the farm he loved, close by to 
the woman he dearly loved. 


Joan Paris is a contributing author, 
managing editor and publisher of Wil- 
braham’s fourth volume of local history: 
“Wilbraham History and Culture Volume 
IV 1963-2013.” Llewellyn Merrick au- 
thored the first chapter on Agriculture in 
the volume and his father, Charles Mer- 
rick, edited the previous volume of Wil- 
braham history from 1763-1963. 
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BUILDING from page 1 


ing. 

‘““We’ve been on an eight-year jour- 
ney through the initial needs com- 
mittee,’ member Dennis Lopata said, 
noting that committee and the Senior 
Center Building Feasibility Study 
Committee — which he chaired — de- 
termined the current 3,840-square-foot 
space 1s inadequate for the town’s se- 
nior population. “The Committee ex- 
amined 20 or so sites over six years and 
recommended to the Board of Select- 
men that the rear lot behind the Town 
Hall at 240 Springfield St. was our pre- 
ferred site.” 

The Building Committee, appoint- 
ed by selectmen, consists of Lopata, 
Director of Elder Affairs Paula Dubord, 
George Fontaine, Ted Sowa, Ken Furst, 
Linda Cooper, Diane Wesson, Karl Jur- 
gen and Jay Kahn. Several committee 
members voiced their concerns about 
their task and questioned whether a 
Building Committee was even appro- 
priate at this point, as the Feasibility 
Committee has done the heavy lifting 
to date. 

“T would encourage you [Lopata] 
to bring that committee to the table for 
the next 13 weeks,’ Kahn said. ““We are 
not truly a Building Committee yet. We 
are a bridge.” 

Lopata, who agreed to serve as 
chairman at least through Town Meet- 
ing, and Dubord helped to fill in some 
of the gaps of information. The two ex- 
plained the town has engaged architect 
John Catlin, of New Hampshire-based 
Catlin & Petrovick Architects, who 
was charged with helping to create 
plans for a new center on the preferred 
site chosen by the Feasibility Com- 
mittee and to help present the plans to 
residents at a Town Meeting. To date, 
Dubord noted Catlin’s work is roughly 
two-thirds done and he is in the midst 
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unit of the EU 

35. Personal ads 
abbreviation 

36. Mythical animal 

41. Members of 
Orthodox Jewish 
sect 

45. German city 

46. Algerian coastal city 

47. Military men 

50. Salt of sulfuric acid 

54. Rhododendrons 

55, Mixture 

56. Recommended 
quantities 

57.007’s creator 

59. Men 

60. Kids need it 

61. Midway between 
east and east- 
northeast 

62. Ou trial judge 

63. Yes vote 

64. USDA branch that 
manages the FCIC 

65. Create with cloth 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Public broadcaster 

4. Hit lightly 

7. Keyboard key 

10. Grain 

11. Make a mistake 

12.Tothe degree 

13. Endure without 
complaint 

15. Chinese-American 
actress Ling 

16. Edible stomach 
lining 

19. Sunrooms 

21. Feared 

23. Most eager 

24. Excessive chatting 
session 

25. MLB ace 

26. Major Central 
European river 

2/7. Muscular 
weaknesses 

30. Where seedlings 
germinate 

34. Former monetary 
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CLUES DOWN 

1. English seaport 

2. What's owed 

3. sound systems 

4. Elections feature 
them 

5. southern constellation 

6. London and Brooklyn 
are two 

7. One-time Ugandan 
capital 

8. Attacked with bombs 

9. Rebuke 

13. Expression of 
disappointment 

14, A way to work the 
Soll 

17. The human foot 

18. Sun up in New York 

20. A small island 

22. Abnormal rattling 
sound 

27. Make lively 

28. A team’s best pitcher 

29, It goes on the floor 

31. Not good 
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of creating plans for a roughly 15,000 
square-foot building. 

“Anything over 10,000 square-feet 
he suggests two stories,’ Dubord said, 
noting Catlin’s experience designing 
buildings specifically with seniors in 
mind, with more open and accessible 
space. 

Lopata noted the committee has 
received an estimated figure, after 
questioning from a selectman, but he 
did not state that figure publicly as it 
had yet to be discussed or vetted by 
a committee. He said he wasn’t sure 
what was included in the figure and 
wanted the Building Committee, and 
its collective expertise, to work that out 
independently. 

As the town is already engaged 
with an architect to create plans for the 
proposal, Cooper questioned the pro- 
cess going forward. 

“How likely is it that [Catlin] ... 
will then be the architect to construct 
it?” she asked. 

Dubord said Catlin was only select- 
ed to create the plans to present to vot- 
ers and noted if residents authorize the 
town to build it, then the town would 
have to release a new bid. While Catlin 
could be the architect the town choos- 
es, she said there is no guarantee he 
will be. 

“As a taxpayer, Id like an architect 
who has experience building senior 
centers,’ Fontaine said. 

Dubord said Catlin has built in the 
vicinity of 40 such centers, including 
the Hampden Senior Center that was 
built in 2000. 

The committee plans to engage 
with Catlin throughout the process, in 
hopes of understanding the proposal 
for 240 Springfield St. and establish- 
ing a projected cost for residents. They 
may also form subcommittees in hopes 
of tackling the issue in time for Annual 
Town Meeting. 
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2. Peyton’s little brother 
3. Barrier that holds 
back water 

37. Move quickly 

38. Deteriorate with age 

39. Colorless crystalline 
compound 

40. Cheekier 

41, Expresses praise 
Or joy 

42. Famed boxing 
promoter 

43. Cured sausages 

44. Fill with air or gas 

47. Angry 

48. Chemistry prefix 

49, Practitioner of 
Jamaican religion 

51. Softly bright or 
radiant 

92. Buffer solution used 
to separate nucleic 
acids 

53. First responder group 

98. Defensive nuclear 

weapon 


3 
3 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 


(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 
FIREWOOD 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. 7-8 cords delivered. $700.00 
delivered locally. Pricing subject to 
change. Place your order today. We 
also purchase standing timber. 413- 
245-9615. 


SEASONED FIREWOOD 1 and 2 
yr. old. Prompt response and delivery. 
Call now S & K 413-267-3100 or 
800-607-5296. 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc. with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


a 
AB Hauling and 


—— Removal Service 
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**xeEEEA & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 


Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 


REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 
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SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


DL & G JUNK REMOVAL Clean- 
ing out everything from basements, 
garages, barns and sheds. We can do 
all the work and have many options 
available. Offering a senior/veteran 
discount. Call 413-478-421 2 for your 
free estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta @ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 
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Base Price 4 Base Price 
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Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$31.00 31 $31.50 32 $32.00 

Base Price 36 Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 
$3 


35 
Base Price | 39 
$35.00 





Base Price Base Price 
5.50 40 $36.00 


1 MasterCard 


LI VISA _1 Discover 


X per week rate = $ 


L1 Cash 


= Zips 


Li Check# _ 


DEADLINES: 


$3 0 
$39.50 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 






TOLLAND 
GRANVILLE 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 








BROOKFIELD 





EAST 


BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE ___ 10.00 


: $ 
Add athird ZONE _—*5.00 — Ca) 
Subtotal = 


xX Number of Weeks —__ 
TOTAL Enclosed —_- 


——_ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE: Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 
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TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


CALL OR TE 
413-219-6339 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 





FOSTER CARE. 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 
Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 








RETIRED UMASS PROFESSOR 
seeks live-in home aid, 9am Saturday- 
9am Monday. Pay per day $200. Call 
413-532-3938 to express interest. 


SHARED LIVING- 
seeking families to share their 
home with individuals with 


developmental disabilities. 
Call 413-734-2493 
for more information. 





THE GRANBY HOUSING 
AUTHORITY IS 
SEEKING AN EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR. 

Granby Housing manages 56 units 
program 667, and 12 units program 
705. The minimum number of work 
hours per week is 18 and must be 
worked during normal business hours. 
The successful candidate will have 
a minimum of two years of housing 
and/or community development ex- 
perience as well as a working knowl- 
edge of the principles and practices 
of housing management, finance, and 
maintenance systems in the public. 
Must have working knowledge of PHA 
network, CHAMP, and pertinent public 
housing software. Written and verbal 
communication skills are needed, 
as well as a willingness to work with 
people of various socio-economic and 
cultural backgrounds. Certification as a 
Public Housing Manager from a HUD 
approved organization or a certifica- 
tion as a PMHA of a DHCD approved 
Massachusetts Public Housing Admin- 
istrator Certification Program needed 
or must be obtained within one year of 
hire. A two-year post-secondary edu- 
cation in a related field may substitute 
for up to one year of experience. The 
applicant must be bondable and pass 
a Criminal History background check. 
The salary range is between $32,798 
and $38,585 depending on experience 
and is subject to approval by the De- 
partment of Housing and Community 

Development. 

How to Apply/ Contact 

Applicants should submit a cover letter 
and resume to: SEARCH COMMIT- 
TEE Granby Housing Authority, 50 
Phins Hill Manor, Granby, MA 01033, 
no later than Monday, January 30, 
2020. 
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oe REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 


BELCHERTOWN. UNIQUE 4 BR 
split level ranch, 3 car garage, large 
barn. Private 4+ acres. New septic. 
Maria Acuna Real Estate (413)237- 
1732 


FOR RENT 


AGAWAM DUPLEX FOR RENT 2 
BD, 1.5 bath. Completely remodeled, 
new appliances, full cellar, gas heat. 
$1,200/ mo plus utilities. No Pets. 413- 
317-7955. 











FINANCIAL SERVICES 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www. ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


The GANG's all here, Come in and see us! 
It's that time of year again and we're ready for you! 







Give us a call today to schedule your tax appointment! 








Kitchen. Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 



















| Tel: 413-289-0058 
eS <m>| Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER | 


Credit Cards Welcome 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiftchentabletaxes.com 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 



























Find it in our 
Classified section! 








FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~ _ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 
communities every week. 


kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 









Personal & Small Business Federal & All States 


FAST FZAA OBA 


TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers ¢ 5 () OFF ’ 


1622 North Main Street 
Reg. Prices 
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Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


To All New Clients ! 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


413-283-8393 ¢ 1-800-824-6548 


hest dt, 
IAD 


© Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classitieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-324-6548 
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B® ARTS & LIFESTYLES 


UMass to host inaugural ‘Clarinet Day’ 


AMHERST - The Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts Amherst 
Department of Music and 
Dance will host “CLARIcon- 
NEcT!: An Immersive Clarinet 
Day” Sunday, Feb. 2 from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Music 
Wing of the Fine Arts Center. 

Coordinated by faculty 
member Romie de Guise-Lan- 
glois, the full day event is open 
to clarinetists of all ages and 
skill levels. 

The day’s schedule will fea- 
ture a wide range of events and activi- 
ties, including masterclasses with de 
Guise-Langlois, professor emeritus 
Michael Sussman, and guest artist Jose 
Franch-Ballester, winner of the pres- 





Jose Franch- 
Ballester 


tigious Avery Fisher Career 
Grant. Participants may re- 
hearse and perform chamber 
music, participate in a clarinet 
choir featuring UMass faculty 
and students along with local 
teachers and amateurs, and 
sample equipment from vari- 
ous vendors. The day’s events 
will culminate with a guest 
concert by Franch-Ballester 
and pianist Jeewon Park at 3:30 

p.m. in Bezanson Recital Hall. 

The performance is free and 
open to the public. 

Advance registration is $10 by vis- 
iting www.umass.edu/music/event/clar- 
inet-day-2020. Registration at the door 
will be $15. 


State’s Junior Duck Stamp contest 


now underway 


Calling all youth artists: The annual Ju- 
nior Duck Stamp contest is now underway, 
linking the study of wetlands and waterfowl 
conservation with the creation of original 
artwork. 

Now through Saturday, Feb. 15, stu- 
dents from kindergarten through grade 12 
are invited to submit original artwork for 
this fun and educational competition. The 
process of creating these works of art al- 
lows students to appreciate the importance 
of preserving wetland habitats and the de- 
lights and diversity of wildlife. 

“Even if students do not enter the com- 
petition, science and art teachers will value 
the JDS curriculum as a useful resource,” 
said Pam Landry, wildlife education spe- 
cialist for the Division of Fisheries and 


» 





Wilbraham 


Wildlife. 

The program links the study of wet- 
lands and waterfowl conservation with the 
creation of original artwork, as K-12 stu- 
dents learn about the habitat requirements 
of various kinds of ducks and geese. Then 
the students express their knowledge of 
the beauty, diversity and interdependence 
of these species artistically by creating a 
drawing or painting. Artwork is judged in 
four age group categories in a statewide 
competition; the entry judged Best of Show 
moves on to represent Massachusetts in the 
national JDS competition. 

For more information contact Landry at 
508-389-6310 or email pam.landry @ state. 
ma.us. 
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The work of artist and educator Don Blanton will be on display i in celebration of Black 
History Month at the Western New England University Art Gallery Jan. 26-Feb. 27. TIMES 
PHOTO SUBMITTED 


WNE Art Gallery to celebrate 
Black History Month 


SPRINGFIELD —- In celebration of 
Black History Month, Western New En- 
gland University will present “Keeping 
the Arts Alive,’ a program featuring artist 
and educator Don Blanton, from Jan. 26 
to Feb. 27. 

The gallery, located in the St. Ger- 
main Campus Center, will host a gallery 
talk Thursday, Feb. 6 at 4 p.m. followed 
by an artist reception from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
All gallery events are free and open to the 
public. 

Blanton works in a variety of media 
including sculpture, painting, and wear- 
able art. He is known for his alabaster 
sculptures and is credited with the devel- 
opment of the feather stone technique, 


pitits 





Family Run Business Since Prohibition 1934 


which gives the appearance of stained 
glass or marble when coated onto a nat- 
ural product. 

“Art enhances the value of life in so 
many people,’ Do Blanton said. “That’s 
why I feel it is important to keep the arts 
alive.” 

Blanton is also the creator and found- 
er of the ArtEsteem program. Intended 
to foster self-esteem through the arts, the 
program can be individualized for specific 
groups and promotes freedom of expres- 
sion in a structured learning environment. 

For information and directions to the 
gallery visit www.1lwne.edu/student-ac- 
tivities/st-germain-campus-center.cfm or 
call the University at 413-782-1203. 
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SALE FROM JAN.-FEB. 2020 











BREWERS CHOICE OF BEER DINNER WINES LIQUOR 
Murphy's Irish Stout 4-Pk 14.9 oz can . 7.99+ 750 Bogle Chard & Merlot .......... 7.99 750 Tullamore Dew............05. 24.99 
Killian's Irish Pub 12-Pk ......... 11.99+ 750 Apothic Red &White........... 8.99 730 ee Scotch - ae 
ist hahaa 13.99+ 750 Cupcake Chard... 2.2.2. 899 750 Glenfiddich yr»... 39.99 
Magic Hat 12-Pk.... 6.6... eee 99+ 750 Leese-Fitch Cab ............00. 9.99 750 Whistle Pig Rye .............. 59 99 
Long Trail 12-Pk «os. sss sees, aad 750 Oyster Bay Sauv Blanc.......... 9.99 750 Buffalo Trace .............0-. 34.99 
pee ace id Peas a. 750 Mionetto Prosecco............. 9.99 750 The Balvenie 12 yrold .......... 49.99 
agunitas 12-PK ... eee eee It 750 Lacrema Chard Sonoma........ 15.99 750 Grand Marnier............... 29.99 
an ne sea ae 4 750 Josh Cab .... ccc cece eae eee 12.99 = meet eaGanee seus saeteeen. = 
See en ale enna = 750 Smith & Hook Cab............ 13.99 790 Baileys... 6... eee e eee eee 3 
Sam Adams 12-Pk - all varieties... .. 13.99+ 750 Gnarly Head - all varieties 9.99 750 Gentleman Jack ............05 29.99 
Bud Cans LT Lite 30-Pk - ........ 22.99+ ae ee aA 750 Glenda Lough Irish Whiskey ..... 29.99 
750 Noble Vines 337, 181, 242, 1,667... .9.99 
Rolling Rock 18-Pk - ............ 9.994 750 Hook & Ladder The Till 9.99 750 Glenda Lough Irish Whiskey 7 yr old . .39.99 
r612-Pk-....... 14.99+ ae Oe) take huncen emesis 750 Woodford Reserve. ........... 29.99 
Bud Light Seltzers 99 750 Boale Ph 
Dk . ogle Phantom .............. 15.99 750 Skrewball Peanutbutter Whiskey. .25.99 
Heineken, Loose Case 24-Pk - ....25.99+ 750) Freixenet Brut 9.99 
Busch 30-Pk-................. 18.994 CIXENCl DIU 2 6-0 40o2d2 6 eoad=s 750 Patron Tequila................ 42.99 
750 Sonoma Cutrer Chard.......... 17.99 1.75 Belvedere Vodka............. 39.99 
Southern Tier IPA 4-Pk -.......... 9.99+ aie Matti ) nat 1. 75-Sahiencki Vodka 17.99 
Thomas Hooker Truffle Stout 6-Pk - . 9.99+ i. aa pe ern eee 12 99 qe Gea fea Voda .:..-. 2)... 9.99 
<All VANCUCS ai Gan ee eae ae ee ee Aa 6 SG Nar aes HR Sh Se Eee a a BE ; 
5.0 Peter Vella Bag in Box - all varieties. . 14.99 . i alae Be cel Ged ee aha ac a ate 
3.0 Bota Box - all varieties ........... bos sa... :...:St<C<; 27 Pt 
Come on down & check | UIEY- cs eittaa Seeeenaaas 18.99 175 Exclusiv Vodka. dtd fom whet 179 
-2 Lindemans - all varieties... ......... 1.75 Luksusowa Vodka............ 18.99 
out OUr cratted beer 1.5 Beringer -all varieties... ........00, 9.99 1.75 Three Olives Vodka ........... 19.99 
Ya eYedleyy 1.5 C-K Mandavi.................. 9.99 1.75 Pinnacle Whip Cream Vodka. . . .19.99 
: 1.5 Yellow Tail - all varieties ........... 9.99 1.75 Smir Reg & Flavors ........... 1932 
oj single malt, 1.5 Sutter Home - all varieties ......... 9.99 . oy sin ea RpepEer temas sar: 
the new “lens | O S O a | / 
We Carrv Local Wines 1.75 J.Red........ 0. cee eee eee 29.99 
of bourbons, y 1.75 Kahlua Coffee Liq............ 34.99 
1.75 Ketel One ............ 000 eee 29.99 
anda great 1 OLY (eo) 3 - 1.75V-OneVodka............200. 39.99 
Tati mit <s 0 1.75 Crown Royal & New Apple..... 39.99 
Prater y ANY 3 BOTTLES 1.75 Belvedere Vodka............. 39.99 
xsi (Yer de) ab 1.75 Makers Mark.............05: 49.99 
\ OF WINE 1.75 Knob Creek. ...........0008 49.99 


1.75 Black Velvet................. 14.99 





All Single Malts & Bourbons 10% Off 


